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TO THE "RIGHT 
W ORSHIPFVL MAE 
STER ROBERT CLARKE, 
one of her Mateſties Barons. 
of her Highneſſe Court 


of Eſchequer. 

d Ertaine 1 now paſt, right 
2 V Vorthiptull, I publiſhed 2 
. Treatiſe concerning 
Y V Vitches, to lay open ſome 
YE D of Satans ſleights, andſub- 
A till practiſes, leaſt the igno- 
ranter ſort ſhould be caried awry and ſedu- 
ced more and more by them. The errours be 
farre more groſſe, and che ſinnes much grea- 


ter, into which by meanes of VV inches he ſe- 
| had multitudes, then in common opinion 
they be eſteemed. It falleth out in many pla- 


— 
— 


ces euenofa ſudden, as it ſermeth to me, and 

no doubt by the heauie nidgement of God, 

that the Diuels as it were let looſe, do more 
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preuaile, then euer l haue heard of. For when 
as men haue ſet ſo light by the hearing of 
Gods voice to be inſtructed by him, they are 
iuſtly giuen ouer to be taught by the Diuels, 
and to learne their wayes. Satan is now 
heard ſpeake, and beleeued. He ſpeaketh by 
coniurers, by ſorcerers, and by witches, and 
his word is taken. He deuiſeth a number of 


things to be done, & they are put in practiſe 


and followed. The high prouidence of God 
Almightie and ſoueraigne rule ouer all, is ſet 
forth ſo vnto vs in the Scriptures, as that with- 
out him a Sparrow cannot fall to the ground. 
All the haires of our head are numbred. The 
Diuels would hurt and deſtroy with bodily 
harmes, both men and beaſts and other crea- 
tures: but all the Diuels in hell are ſo chained 
vp and brideled by this high prouidence, that 
they cannot plucke the wing from one poore 
little V Vrenne, without ſpeciall leaue giuen 
them from the ruler of the whole earth. And 
yet the VVitches are made belecue that at 


their requeſt, and to pleaſure them by fulfil- 


ling their wrath, their ſpirits do lame and kill 


both 


both men and beaſts. And then to ſpread this 
opinion among the people, theſe ſubtill ſpi- 
rits bewray them, and will haue them openly 
cõfeſſe ĩhat they haue done ſuch great things, 
which al the Diuels at any mans requeſt could 


neuer do. For if they could, they would not 


ſtay to be intreated. God giueth him power 
ſometimes to afflit both men and beaſts 


with bodily harmes : If he can, he will do it 


as intreated and ſent by V Vitches, but for vs 
to imagine either that their ſending doth giue 
him power, or that he would not doe that 
which God hath giuen him leaue to do, vn- 
leſſe they ſhould requeſt & ſend him, is moſt 
abſurd. There be many diſeaſes in the bodies 
of men and beaſts which he ſeeth will breake 
ſlcoorth vnto lameneſſe or vnto death, he bea- 

reththe V Vitches in hand he doth them. He 
worketh by his other ſort of VVitches, whom 
the people call cunning men and wiſe women 
to confirme all his matters, and by them tea - 


cheth many remedies, that ſo he may be 


ſought vnto and honoured as God. Theſe 
things taking roote inthe harts of the people, 


A 3 


9 3 — _ 
_ - 9 1 4 4 — 
LAT ST "Ix * e 
1 A / " * 18 >a. 3 5 1 
9 9 > WE.” 6 ” 
2 fs AE, . - _ 


—— — — — — 


EYE 4 SS2% © ; 
A 5 
+ 2-84 12 4 ©. 4. ST : FS. 
N 11 & 7 9 13 
F : 


The Epiſtle. 
and ſo making them afraid of V Vitches, and 
raiſing vp ſuſpitions and rumors of ſundry in- 
nocent perſons,many giltleſſe are vpon mens 
othes condened to death, and much innocent 
bloud'is ſhed. How / ſubtilly he cõtriueth theſe 
matters, I haue to my ſmall skill laid open in 
this ſlender Treatiſe, I haue done it in way of 
a Dialogue, to make the fitter for the capacity 
of the ſimpler ſort. Iam bold to offer it vnto 
your VVorſhip, not vnto one as needeth to 
be taught in theſe things, being zealouſly at- 


fected to the Goſpell, and ſo grounded in the 


faith of the high prouidence, that l haue bene 
delighted to heare and ſee the wiſe and godly 
courſe vſed vpon the ſeate of luſtice by your 


VVorſhip, when ſuch haue bene arraigned. [ 


offer it therfore as a teſtimonie of a thankfull 
mind for fauors and kindnes ſnewed towards 
me: and ſo intreat your V Vorthip to accept of 


it. If it may do good vato any of the weaker 5 


ſort in knowledge! ſhall be glad. If I errein 

any thing, being ſhewed it, I will be ready to 
correc it, | FS 

Tour I or ſhips tn all duties to com- 

maund, George Giffard. 

+ THE 


Tui SpBAxERS. 


Samuel. Daniel. The wife of Samuel. M. B. Schoole. 5 
maiſter. The goodwife R. 


. 


Sam. Ou are wel met old acquain- 
) tance, J am glad to ſæ you 

| > ” loke ſo well: how do all our 

— £Q god friends in vour country? 

Dan. 8 — 4 I J truſt they be all in good 


a health: they were when 3 
* came from home, am ſo2y to 
ieee vou locke ſo pale: what 
5 haue you bene ſicke lately ? 
© Sam, Truly no, J I thanke God J haue had my health 
p2etily well, but . thinke my meate doth me no god 
ok late. 

Dan. Mh is the matter man, do vou take thought 
and care fo wo2ld ? take hede of that, foz the Scrip- 
ture ſaith, wo2lvly ſoꝛrow wozketh death. 2. Cor. 7. 10. 
It is a great ſinne riſing from vnbelefe , and diſtruſt in 
Gods pꝛouidente, when men be ouer penſiue fo2 py wozld. 
Sam. Jndede mp mind is troubled , but not fo2 that 

which pou lay, foz J hope in God 3 thall not want ſo long 
as J liue. 

Dan. Js it any trouble of conſcience foz ünne: Ik it be, 
that may turne to god. 

Sam. O, no, no. J know no cauſe why. 

Dan. Why, what is it then, if J may be ſo bold, A pzay 
you tell me. I thinke you take me foz your friend. 

Sam, Indtede A haue alwayes found you my verie 
god friend, and J am ſure you will giue me the beſt coun- 
ſell vou can: truely wedwell here in abadcountrey, JÞ 
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A Dialogue concerning 
thinke euen one of the wozff in England. 

Dan. Js itſo? Jthinkeyou dwell in afinecountrey, 
ina ſweete wholeſome aire, and fruitfull grounds. 

Sam. Aire man: A find no fault with the aire, there be 
naughtie people. 

Dan. Naughtie people? where ſhall a mandwell, and 
not find them? ſwearers, liers, railers, ſlaunderers, dzun- 
kards, adulterers , riotous , vnth2ifts , dicers, and pꝛoud 
high minded perſons , areeuery where to be foundin great 
plentie. 

Sam, Nay, J do not meane them, J care not foz them. 
Theſe witches, theſe euill fauoured old witches do trou- 
ble me. 

Dan, What,do vou take your ſelfe to be bewitched: 

Sam. o, no, J truſt no euill ſpirit can hurt me, but J 
heare of much harme done by them: they lame men and kil 
their cattel, pea they deſtroy both men and child zen. They 
ſay there is ſcarſe any towne oꝛ village in all this ſhire, but 
there is one oꝛ two witches at the leaſt in it. In god ſoth, 
may tell it to you as to my friend, when J go but into my 
cloſes, J am afraid, fo2 J ſi now and then a Pare; which 
my conſcience giueth me is a witch, p2 ſome witches ſpi⸗ 
rit, ſhe ſtareth ſo vpon me. And ſometime A lee an vgly 
Weaſill runne thzough my yard, and there is a foule 
— Cat ſometimes in my barne, which J haue no liking 
vnto. 

D 4 Pon neuer had no hurt done pet, had pou by any 
witch? 

Sam, Truſt me JF cannot tell, but J feare me J haue, 
fo2 there be two oz thꝛee in our town which A like not, but 
eſpecially an old woman, J haue bene as carefall to pleaſe 
her as euer J was fo pleaſe mine oon mother, and to giue 
her euer and anon one thing oz other, and vet me thinkes 
the frownes at me now and then. And J had a hog which 
tate his meate with his kellows, and was very 9 * our 
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thinking ouer night, and in the moꝛning he was ſtarke 
dead. Py wife hath had ſiue oꝛ ſire hens euen of late dead. 
Some of my neighbours wiſh me to burne ſomething 
altue as a hen 02a hog. Others will me in time to ſeeke 
help at the hands of ſome cunning man, befo2e J haue any 
further harme. J would be glad to do foz the beſt. 

Dan. Yaue you any cunning man thereabout , that 
doth helpe ? 

Sam. There is one, they ſay, here a twentie miles off 
at T. B which hath holpe many. And thus much J know, 
there was one of mine acquaintance but two miles 
hence, which had great loſſes,he loſt two o2 thꝛe kine, ſixe 
hogs, he would not haue toke fifteene ſhillings a hog koꝛ 
them, and a mare. He went to that ſame man, and told him 
he ſuſpected an old woman in the pariſh. And J thinke he 
told me, that he ſhewed him her in a Glaſſe, and told him 
ſhe had th2c& oz foure impes, ſome call them puckrels, one 
like a grep tat, another like a weaſel, another like a mouſe, 
a vengeance take them, it is great pitie the countrey is not 
rid of them, and told him alſo what he ſhould do: it is half 
a peare ago, and he neuer had any hurt ſince. There is alſo 
a woman at R. H. fiuc and twentie miles hence, that hath 
a great name, and great reſoꝛt there is daily vnto her. A 
neighbour of mine had his child taken lame, a girle of ten 
veares old, and ſuch a paine in her backe, that ſhe could not 
ſit vpꝛight. He went to that woman, ſhe told him that he 
had ſome bad neighbour, the child was foꝛzeſpoken, as ſhe 
ſuſpeded; marie if he would go home, and bꝛing her ſome 
of the clothes which the child lay in all night, ſhe would 
tell him certainely . Ye went home, and put a table nap- 
kin about her necke all night, and in the moꝛning toke it 
with him, and ſhe told him the girle was bewitched in⸗ 
dced, and ſo told him what he ſhould do, and he had reme⸗ 
die: the girle is well at this day and a pꝛetie quicke girle. 
There was another of my — had his wife much 
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troubled, and he went to her, and ſhe told him, his wife 
was haunted with a Faiiic. J cannot tell what ſhe bad 
him do, but the woman is merrie at this houre. J haue 
heard, J dare not ſay it is ſo, that ſhe weareth about her 
S. Iohns Golpell, oꝛ ſome part of it. 

Dar, If pou haue ſuch cunning men and women, what 
need pou be ſo much afraid? 

Sam, Alas man, J could teme it to go, and ſome coun- 
ſell me to go to the man at T. B. and ſome ro the woman at 
R. H. And betweene them both J haue linared the tune, 
and feare J may be ſpoiled befo2e I get remedie. Seme 
with me to beate and claw the witch vntill J fetch bloud 
on her, and to thꝛeaten her that J will haue her hanged : if 
J knew which were the beſt J would do it. 

Dan. J perceiue pour danger is betwerne two ſtoles. 

Sam. It is very true, if I had heard but ot one, { ſhould 
haue gone ere this time, and J am glad that J met with 
pou. I pꝛap vou let me haue your belt counſell, I truſt pou 
beare me god will. 

Dan. Trulp J will giue pon the beſt counſell JF can, 
which J amſure ſhall do pou god, if you will follow it, 
foz indeed J pittic your caſe, it is moſt certaine you are be- 
witched. 

Sam, Bewitched , do pou thinke J am bewikched? J 
feele no harme in my bodie, vou make me mo2e afraid. 

Dan. Nay, J do not thinke that the old woman hath 
bewitched pou, oꝛ that pour body is bewitched,but the di⸗ 
uell hath bewitched pour mind, with blindnelſe and vnbe- 
leefe, to dꝛaw pou from God, euen to wo2lhip himſelfe, by 
ſerking help at the hands ok diuels. It is a lamentable caſe 
to ſx how the diuel hath bewitched thouſands at this dap 
to runne after him: and euen to offer ſacrifice vnto him. 

Sam. J defie the diuell: woꝛſhip him? fie vpon him, J 
hate him with all my heart. Do vou thinke any ſecke help 
at his * ſeke help againſt him. J thinke he neuer 

doth 
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both god: he hurteth, but he neuer helpeth any. 

Dan. It is not in theſe matters to be taken as we ima⸗ 
gine, but as the woꝛd of God teacheth. What though a 
man thinke he woꝛſhippeth not diuels, noꝛ ſæketh not help 
at their hands, as he is perſwaded, no2 hath-any ſuch in⸗ 
tent, is he euer the neere, when as yet it ſhall be found by 
Gods wo2d, that he doth wozſhip them, and ſ&ke vnto 
them fo2helpe? 

Sam. Do you thinke then that there be no witches? 
Doth not God ſuffer wicked people to do harme? Oz do 
vou thinke that the cunning men do helpe by the dinell: J 
would be glad to reaſon with you, but J haue ſmall know- 
ledge in the Scriptures. We haue a Stholemaiſter that 
is a god p2etie ſcholler (they ſay) in the Latine tongue, 
one P. B. he is gone to my houſe euen now, J p2ay vou 
let me intreate you to go thither,you two may reaſon the 
matter, fo2 pou are learned. 

Dan. J could be content, but it will aſke ſome time, 
and J am going to ſuch a place vpon ſpeciall buſineſſe. 

Sam. J p2ay vou let me intreate pou: foure oz flue 
houres is not ſo much. 

Dan. Well, J will go with pou. 

Sam, Vite, J haue bꝛought an old friend of mine, J 
p2ay the bid him welcome. 

The wite, He is verie welcome. But truly man, J am 
angrie with pou, and halfe out of patience, that ycu go not 
to ſake helpe againſt vonder ſame old beaſt, J haue ano⸗ 
ther len dead this night. Other men can ſ&ke remedie. 


Here is P. B. tels me, that the god wife R. all the laſt 


wccke could not make her butter tome. She neuer reſted 
vntill the had got her huſband out to the woman at R. H. 
and when he came home, they did but heate a ſpit red hot, 


and thꝛuſt into the creame, vſing certaine woꝛds, as ſhe 
willed him, and it came as kindlp as any butter that euer 


ſhe made. J met the old filth this mozning, Loꝛd, how 
D 2 
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ſowerly ſhe loked vpon me, and mumbled as ſhe went, 7 
heard part of her wo2zds.Ah(quoth ſhe)you haue an honeſt 
man to pour huſband, J heare how he doth vſe me. In 
truth,huſband,my ſtomacke did ſo riſe againſt her, that J 
could haue found in my heart to haue flowne vpon her, 
and ſcratehed her, but that J feared ſhe would be to ſtrong 
foz me. It is a ſuſtie old queane. J wiſhed that the god 
wife R. had bene with me. J p2ay you, god huſband, let 
me intreate you to go to that ſame god woman: pou map 
ride thither in halfe a day. 

Sam, Mife, J pꝛay the be content, J haue intreated 
this mine old friend to reaſon with P. B. foz he tels me 
that we be in a verie koule errour. 

M. B. J ſuppoſe, ſo farre as my learning and capatitie 
do extend, that ſmall reaſoning map ſerue. The woꝛd of 
God doth ſhew plainely that there be witches, and com⸗ 
maundeth they ſhould be put to death. Experience hath 
taught to to manp what harmes they do. And if any 
haue the gift to miniſter help againſt them, ſhall we refuſe 
it: Shall we not dꝛinke when we are athirſt? Shall we 
not warme vs when we are a cold? It is pitie that anie 
man ſhould open his mouth any way to defend them, their 
impietie is ſo great. 

Dan. Fo2 my part, J go not about fo defend witches. 


Z denie not but that the diuell woꝛketh by them. And that 


they ought to be put to death. Me ought alſo to ſecke re⸗ 
medy againſt them: but as J told my friend, the diuel doth 


bewitch men by meanes of theſe witches, and leade them 


from God, euen to foilow himſelfe, to offer ſacrifice vnts 
him, to wozſhiphim, to obey his will, to commit many 
grieuous ſinnes, and be dꝛowned in manifold errours. 
M. B. If pou haue this meaning, that witches and ſ02- 
cercrs are bewitched by the diueill, that they foꝛſake God, 
and folom him, that they woꝛſhip and obep him, and do ſa⸗ 
crifice vnto him, and commit many hainous ſins, J — 
wi 
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with vou, foꝛ take it, they euen vow themſelues to the 
diuell, oꝛ elſe he would not be ſo readie to do them ſeruice. 
But if you meane that ſuch as ſeeke remedy againſt them, 
and would haue them roted out, be ſo ſeduced and mil-led 
by the diuell, as you ſpeake , J ſay your ſpech ts raſh and 
foliſh, fo2 they that be earneſt againſt witches, be earneſt 
againft the dinell, they dene the diuell , they ſake to reſiſt 
him, and to rote out his inſtruments. Now, if you were a 
man that had any learning, you ſhould ſee,that contraries 
cannot be in the ſame ſubiect , at one inſtant, in the ſame 
part, and in the ſame reſpeu:how then can a man hate the 
diuell, deſie the diuell and his woꝛkes, and pet follow him 
at one time: 

Dan. J know that witches and conturers are ſeduced 


and become the vaſſalsofSatan:they be his ſeruants,and 


not he theirs,as vou ſpeak. But J meaneindeed that mul- 
titudes are ſeduced and led from God to follow the diuell, 
by mcanes of witches coniurers:pea, I ſpeake it of thoſe, 
not which are caried ofa godly 3cale , but of a blind rage 
and mad furie againſt them. If I ſpeake this raſt;ly and 
foliſhly,as pon ſap, and pcur ſelf learned as pou boaſt, and 
J vnlearned, 3 ſhall be the moꝛe eaſily duerthꝛowne. But 
I ſpeake ſo truly, and can ſo well iuſtiſie all that J haue 
ſaid by the woꝛd of God, that vour learning and beſt ſkill, 
ſhall not be able to diſpꝛoue the ſame. Pour logicke at the 
firſt doth faile you. Not that contraries can be in the ſame 
ſubiect at the ſame inſtant, in the lame part, and in the 


ſame reſpect. But herein pou are vtterly blind and decei⸗ 


ned, that peu nanic contraries, and take it that the firſt of 
them, as namely, to hate the diuell, to defie him and his 
woꝛzkes, are in them, when as indeed they are in them but 
in imagination. Fo2 if men ſay and think they defic the di- 
uel and his wozkes,and though blindnes and infidelitie, 
are euen bewitched, and ſeduced to follow the diuell, and 
to do his will, doth their ſpeech _ blind imagination 
| 3 
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make the things indeed to be in them! Nhat if a poꝛe begs 
ger woman ſay and thinke that ſhe is a Quene: is ſhe 
therefoze no begger, begging ſill her bzead ? oz is ſhe rid 
ok her lice: 

M. B. Nay, if you iudge, J haue done. If men be ear- 
neſt againſt the diuell, and defte him and all his wozkes, 
are pou to iudge of their conſcience, and to ſay they defie 
him but in imagination, and follow him, and woꝛſhip him 
inded ? is not God alone the Judge ouer mens hearts? 
Againe, do vou compare thoſe that are in their right mind, 
with ſuch as be mad, oꝛ out of their wits? 

Dan, J know that God alone is the ſearcher of the 
heart, touching the things which lie hid in ſecret : but 
where things are open and manifeſt, the tree is knowne 
by the fruites , ſo farre we may go. As if a man pꝛofeſſe 
the faith of Jeſus Chꝛiſt ſoundly , in all points acco2ding 
to the woꝛd of God, and doth frame his life therearter in 
doing god woꝛkes: it is very wicked foꝛ any man to iudge 
of him, that he is an hypocrite, and that he doth all of 
batne-gloz21e. And pet it may be that the Loꝛd, who diſcer⸗ 
neth the ſetret intents of the heart, ſ&th indeed that he is 
but an hypocrite. On the contrarie part, where a man 
pꝛofeſſeth in woꝛds that he doth defie the diuell and all his 
wozkes , and yet when it commeth to the triall of Gods 
woꝛd, he is found to be ſeduted, and wꝛapped in blind er⸗ 
roꝛs of the diuell, in infidclitie,and euill woꝛkes, in which 
he fulfilleth the will of Satan, and honoureth him in the 
place of God:: ſhall we ſay that this is a god man becauſe 
of his wozds and imaginations , that he defieth the diuell 
and his wozkes? Woe be to them that call good euill, and 


euill good. C/. 5. Ve may lay they are in bad caſe, except 
they repent, and turne from following Satan. But pet J 


ſay, that a faithfull man may erre in ſome of theſe things 
thꝛough weaͤkeneſſe of faith, and th2ough ignoꝛance. And 
thereloꝛe, here men map not be to raſh in iudgement. And 

now 
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now whereas you find fault, that J make tompariſon be- 
twerne ſuch as be mad x thoſe that be in their right mind: 


it is pour ignoꝛante, which do not conſider that there be 


two kinds of madnes, oꝛ being out of their right mind, the 
one koꝛ matters ofthis woꝛld, the other fo2 things ſpiritu⸗ 
all and heauenly. There be which are in their wits foꝛ this 
woꝛld, which touching ſpiritual things are as farre aw2te 
in their imaginations, as the poꝛe beggar, which thinketh 
ſhe is a godly queene. Doth not the holy Apoſtle lap, that 
becaute men recciue not the loue of the truth, God will tend 
them ſtrong delul: :0n to belecue lies, 2. Theſſ.2. And what is 


that, but that Satan ſhall ſeduce, illude, and bewitch their 


minds, to make them bclecue that they woꝛſhip and fol 
low Sod, when they woꝛſhip and follow him? 
M B. Do pou take that to be S. Pauls meaning? Doth 


Satan bewitch mens minds, and leade them into ben 


and errour, making them beleue they wozthip God, whe 
they wozſhip diuels ? 

Dan. S. Paul ſpeaketh there inded of thecomming of 
the areat 3 in the power of the Diuell. Now, 
thoſe which are ſeduced and wozſhip Antichꝛziſt, thinke 
they woꝛſhip God: but marke what S. Iohn ſaith, All the 
world wonore d, and follow ed the Beaſt, and vorthipped 
the Dragon which gave power to the Beaſt : and they wor- 
ſhipped the Bealt. N 12. Andloke in the twelfth 
chapter ofthe Keuelation, and you ſhall find that the Dza- 
con, which the Poperie doth woꝛſhip in ſtead of God, is 
the Oiuell. 

M. B. Truly J like your woꝛds well, J am perfwa- 
ded the diuell doth ſeduce and bewitch mens minds: But 
touching thoſe that ſ&k help at the hands of cunning men 
and women againſt witches, I cannot thinke ſo hardly of 
them. J may be awe, FJ ſee well: J will not be obſtinate, 
if the woꝛd of God ſhew me mine errour. Let vs cuen 
friendly conferre of the matter. Be not offended with me, 
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and fo2 my part, J will ſpeake all that Jknow 02 thinke, | 


Dan, J muſt intreate you likewiſe to beare with my 
plaine ſpeeches. And let vs in the matters pzoceede from 
one point to another, ſtanding onely vpon that , wherein 
we ſhall be found to differ in iudgement: and let Gods 
wozd be the iudge betweene vs. 

Sam. J like this well, though J can ſap but litle, J will 
fit and heare vou. 

Dan. Ahat is the firſt queſtion that we ſhall handle? 

M. B. J heard pou ſay , if J did not miſlake your ſpech 
that there be witches that wozke by the diuell. But pet J 
p2ay you tel me, do you thinke there be ſuch? know ſome 


. areofopimion there be none. 


Dan. It is ſo euident by the Scriptures, and in all ex- 
periente, that there be witches which wozke by the diuell, 


oz rather J may ſap, the diuell wozketh by them, that ſuch 


as go about to pꝛoue the contrarie, do ſhew themſelues 
but cauillers. 

M. B. Jam glad we agre in that point, 3 hope we ſhall 
in the reſt. What ſap you to this? that the witches haue 
their ſpirits, ſome hath one, ſome hath moꝛe, as two, thꝛe, 
foure, oz flue, ſome in one likeneſſe, and ſome in another, 
as like cats, weaſils, toades, oꝛ miſe, whom they nouriſh 
with milke, oꝛ with a chicken,o2 by letting them ſuck now 
and then a dꝛop of bloud: whom they call when they be of- 
fended with any , and ſend them to hurt them in their bo- 
dies; yea, to kill them, and to kill their cattell? 

Dan. Here is great deceit, and great illuſion, here 
the divell leadeth the ignoꝛant people into foule errours, 
by which he dzaweth them headlong into many grieuous 

nnes. 

M. B. Nay then J ſee you are aw2te , if pou demie theſe 
things, and ſay they be but illuſions. They hauę bene p20- 
ued, and pꝛoued againe, euen by the mamfold confeſſions 
ofthe witches themſelues. J am out of all doubt in theſe, 

any 
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and could in many particulars lay open what hath fallen 
out. A did dwel in a village within theſe fiueyeares,where 
there was a man of god wealth, and ſodainly within ten 
dayes ſpace, he had th2& kine died, his gelding woꝛth ten 
pounds fel lame, he was himſelf taken with a great paine 
in his back, ( a child of ſeuen pæres old died. He ſent to the 
woman at R. H. t ſhe ſaid he was plagued by a witch ad- 
ding moꝛeouer, that there were thꝛee women witches in 
that town, and one man witch: willung hun to lok whom 
he molt ſuſpected: he ſuſpected one old woman, and cauſed 
her to be caried beio2ea Juſtice of Peace and examined: 
with much ado at the laſt ſhe-confefſed all: which was 
this in effea:tbat ſhe had thꝛer ſpirits:one like a cat, which 
ſhe called Lightfoot, another like a toade, which ſhe called 
Lunch, the third like a UWleafill , which ſhe called . ake- 
ſhift. This Lightfoote, ſhe ſaid, one mother Barlie of W. 
ſold her abcue ſirteene yeares ago, foꝛ an guen cake, and 
told her the Cat would ds her god ſeimce , if ſhe would, 
ſhe might ſend her of her errand : this Cat was with her 
but a while, but the Tleaũl and the Tode came and offred 
their ſeruice: The Cat would kill kine, the Wicaſill would 
kill hoꝛſes, the Toade would plague men in their bodies. 
She ſent them all thꝛeelas ſhe confeſſed) againſt this man: 
She was committed to the pꝛiſon, and there ſhe died be⸗ 
koꝛe the Alliſes. J could tell you of manꝑ ſuch : J had no 
mind to dwell in that place any longer. 

Dan. Pou miſtake me, J do not meane that the things 
are not, but my meaning is, that the diuell by ſuch things 
doth beguile and ſ-duce ignoꝛant men, and lead them into 
errours and grieuous ſinnes. And let vs examine euerp 
parcell of that which pou ſet downe in your ſperch, and 
ycu ſhall ſe no leſſe. 

M. B. That is it which J would faine ſ&: You confeſſe 
they haue ſpirits , ſome one, ſome moe, and in ſuch like⸗ 
neſſes : what errour be the people __ into by that ? 
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Dan, Firſt conſider is, that there be multitudes and 
armies of diuels, as we ſe in the goſpel, that many diucls 
were entred into one man, and Chꝛiſt ſaying, Wiadis thy 
name? anſwer 1s made, Legion, tor we are many. Mari e. 5. 
Now, although the diuels be many, yet they be all caried 
with ſuch hatred againſt God,with luch deſire to haue him 
diſhonoꝛed and blaſphemed, and burne with ſuch bloudie 
malice and crueltie againſt men, that they bend their ſtudy 


al together, one helping and furthering another what they 


can in their wozke : inſomuch that the Scripture doth 
ſpeake of them, as if they were but one diuell: fo2 S. Peter 
ſaith, Your aduertarie the Diuell goeth about like a roaring 
Lio:mtccking whom he may deuoure. 1. Per. 5. Ind in the Re- 
uclation Chapter 12. all the diuels make that great red 
Dꝛagon: and our Sauiour doth ſhew how cloſe they topne 
in one, when he ſaith, 1t Satan be deuided 8 Satan, or 
it Satan caſt toorth Satan, how ſhall his kingdome endure? 
CI17:h.12, Now then, Whether the witchdeale, as ſhe 
ſuppoſeth, with one ſpirit,oz with manp, it commeth all to 
one effeu, thus farre, that one dealeth not atone, but with 
the help of others. So that he o2 ſhe that hath famultaritie 
with one diuel, it is as much as ik it were with an hundzed. 
Moscouer, the dincls be ſpirits, thep haue no bodily ſhape 
oꝛ likeneſſe, but vet tan make an apparance ot a ſhape, as 
appeareth by the inchaunters befoze Pharao, when their 
rods were turned into ſerpents in ſhew. Exod. . And then 
one diuel can ſeeme to be foure oꝛ ſiue, and foure oꝛ ſlue can 
ſceme to be one: it is therefo2c but the craft of Satan, to 
make ſhew of mo2c o2 leſſe. 

N. B. Do pou not thinke then, that where the moꝛe di⸗ 
uels be, there is the greater power of Satan: 

Dan. Yes, but it cannot be diſcerned, be his appearing 
to the witch in ſhew of moꝛe oz leſſe: foꝛ one can ſeeme ten 
vnto her, and ten can ſerme one. 

M. B. Well, J do not miſlike all this, J pzay vou 
pꝛocæde 
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p2o0ccede foꝛward. 

Dan, Then further marke well how the holy Scrip- 
tures do paint out the diuels to be mightie terrible ſpi⸗ 
rits, full of power, rage, and crueltie,compared to a great 
fiericrcd D2agon, Reucl. 12. to a greedie o2 huagrie Lion, 
that roareth after the p2ey. 1. Pet. 5, And called by S. Paul 
P2incipaltties, and Powers, the Rulers of the darknefſe 
cf this woꝛld: now, when they take vpon them the ſhapes © 
of ſuch paltrie vermin, as Cats, Miſe, Todes, and Tiea- 
ſils, it is euen of ſubtiltie to touer and hide his mightie ty⸗ 
rannie and power, which he exerciſeth ouer the hearts of 
the wicked. It is molt neceſcarie foꝛ vs all to know, what 
ſtrong aduerſaries we haue to encounter withall, that we 
may flie vnto the Loꝛd God, and leck to be armed with his 
power againſt them. 

M. B. TWEell, what will you inferre vpon this? J can 
not denie but that the Scriptures do paint out the diuels 
to be mightie terrible ſpirits, and ſo they may be, although 
they appeare but like Cats oꝛ Weaſils, 

Dan. 3 do not ſay they be not mightie and terrible, be⸗ 
cauſe they appeare in ſuch ſhapes: but J affirme that their 
appearing ſo, is to touer and hide their mightineſſe and 
effectuall woꝛking, which they exerciſe in the darke hearts 
of men. Ind marke well J pꝛay vou, the power of diuels is 
in the hearts of men, as to harden the heart, to blind the 
eyes of the mind, and from the luſtes and corcupiſcerces 
which are in them, to inllame them vnto w2ath , malice, 
enuie, and cruell murthers:to puffe them vp in pꝛide, arro⸗ 
gancie, and vaine gloꝛie: to intite them vnto wantonneſſe 
and whoꝛedomes, and all vncleanneſſe. And about theſe 
things they work continuallp, and with ſuch efficacy, that 
without the power of the gloꝛious paſſion and reſurreci⸗ 
on of our Loꝛd Jeſus Chzift, which we haue by faith, they 
cannot be withſtod, and they will ſeme to be but meane 
kellows, buſied about making dꝛinke that it ſhal not wozk 

C 2 


A Dialogue concerning 


in the fat,inkeping choſe from running, and butter from 
comming, in killing hens oꝛ hogs , oꝛ making men lame. 

M. B. Map they not do both the one and the other? 

Dan. Pea, but this is my meaning, that white they be 
occupied about the greateſt things, as in ſtirring vp ty- 
rants and wicked men to perſecute, to repꝛoch and blaſ- 
pheme the Goſpell, which pulleth them downe, to ſet diui⸗ 
ſton and wars betweene kingdoms and k:nas, hatred and 
diſco2d betweene man and wife, and contention betweene 
b2eth:en: pea, to {ct all in a bꝛoile and confuſton : they 
would ſeeme to be buſied about trifles, and about theſe 
they buſie mens minds, that they may not oblerue and 
take heed of them in thoſe other. 

M. B. J perceiue pour meaning, but pet J do not con- 
ceiue whereunto pou chicfly tend: fo2 do not they which 
loke vpon thele harmes done by witches, confeſle that the 
diu ell doth all thoſe things which you mention? 

Dan. The ignoꝛant ſo2t, which are ſo terrified by wit⸗ 
ches, do in woꝛds after a ſo2t, confeſle ſo much as pou ſap, 
but when it commeth to the matfer,they denie it in effec. 
Fo: marke this, the diuels continually compaſſe the ſoule 
of man about, to ſhote it full of their fierie darts. Ee /s. 
euen to wound it to death with all wicked ſinnes. The di- 
uell gocth about like a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may 
deuoure, 1. Pet. 5. And they by this craft which they vſe 
by meanes of the witches, make the blind people imagine 
that they neuer come nigh them, but when the witches are 
angrie and do ſend them, and that they are caſity dꝛiuen a⸗ 
wap when they do come, as by burning lome quick thing, 
as hen, oꝛ hog, oꝛ by beating and dꝛawing bloud vpon the 


witch. Such pcovle as can thus dꝛiue him away, oꝛ by 


ty2aſting a ſpit red hote into their treame, are farre from 
knowing the ſpirituall battell, in which we are to warre 
vnder the banner of Chꝛiſt againft the diuell, muchleſſe 
do they know how to put on(as S. Paul wiileth\ the whole 

armour 
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armour of God, to reſiſt and onercome him. Ephe/. 6. De 
may deale with their ſoules euen as he liſteth, when they 
take him not pꝛeſent but vpon ſuch ſending , and where 
ſuch hurt doth follow in their bodies 02 gods. 

M. B. J do not denie , but that the diuels ſ&ke chiefly 
foꝛ to deſtroy the ſoules of men:but (as JF take it) pou ton⸗ 
keſſe, that they being ſent by the witches, do alſo thoſe bo⸗ 
dily harmes: and as yet Flee no reaſon why they map not 
ſxke remedy againſt ſuch harmes, and dꝛiue him away by 
any god meanes: doth the woꝛd of God fo2bid vs to vis 
meanes? if J be ſicke, ſhall J not take phiſicke? if J be thir⸗ 
ſtie, ſhall J not d2inke? Inderd J am of vour mind, though 
J did not know ſo much bekoꝛe, that the dinell dealeth ſub⸗ 
tilly in this, that by dealing in ſuch ſmall matters, he co⸗ 
uereth himſelk in the greater, as though he came not nere, 
noꝛ did not meddle but in ſuch manner: but here ſtandeth 
the caſe, J reſiſt him in thoſe greater, map J not alſo vſe 
thoſe helpes which dꝛiue him away in the leſler? J will it 
A can dꝛiue him away in all things. 

Dan, Bow the diuels are ſent by the witches, and how 
they do thoſe bodily harmes, we are not pet come vnto, 
and there lie two of the chiefeſt ſubtilties of the diuell in 
them, vy which he deceiueth the multitude. But by occaſi- 
on we are kallen into the mention of remedy to dꝛiue them 
awap. Becauſe 3 ſay ſuch as thus dꝛiue him away, Know 
not the ſpiritual battel, much leſſe how to put on the whole 
armour of God to ouertome the diucll:oꝛder doth require 
that we ſpeake firſt ok his ſending, and then of thoſe bodily 
harmes which he doth , and afterward of theſe mcanes 
which are vſed to repell him. Let vs therefo2e ſtep one 
ſtep backe againe, if you agree to the reſt which J haue 
ſpoken. h 

M. B. With a god will: fo2 ſo we ſhall omit no part. 
But JF thought we had fully aarcd in this, that the wit- 
ches do ſend their ſpirits, and do many harmes both vnto 
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men and beaſts: becauſe we haue it confirmed by daily ex⸗ 
perience : and vnleſſe pou will denie that which is mani⸗ 
feſt, I doubt not but we ſhall accoꝛd in theſe. 

Dan. A ſay the witches do ſend their ſpirits. 

M. B. What ſhall we neede then to ſtand vpon that 
point in which we are agrerd ? 

Dan. Pes, though we agree that they ſend them, pet 
we map dillent in diuers things about this ſending. As 
firſt, tell me, whether do vou thinke that the witch oz the 
diuell is the ſeruant, which of them commaundeth z and 
which obeyeth? 

M. B. Bow can J tell that? Jt is thought he becom⸗ 
meth her ſeruant, and where ſhe is diſpleaſed and would 
be reuenged, he hireth him foz to do it. The witches them⸗ 
ſelues haue confeſſed thus much: and foꝛ my part, J thinke 
no man can diſpꝛoue it. 

Dan, They that do the will of God, are the childꝛen 
and ſeruants of God. And they which fulfill the luſtes of 
the diuell, and obey him, are his childꝛen and his ſeruants, 
Iohn 8, verſe 44. Acts 13. verſe io. are they not? 

M. B. J graunt all this. 

Dan. The Diuels are 15 rulers of the darkeneſſe of 
this wozld. Ephel. 6. verſe 1 2 

M. B. The text is plaine. 

Dan. The darkneſſe of this woꝛld, is not meant ofthe 
darknes of the night, which is but the ſhadow ofthe earth, 
but it is the ſpirituall darkneſſe, which conſiſteth in the 
ignozance of God, in infidelitie, and in ſinne. 

M. B. am of your mind in this alſo, 

Dan. And do vou not thinke then that the diuell hath 
his thꝛone, his dominion and kingdome in the hearts of 
ignoꝛant blind infidels? 

M. B. Jmuſt naves thinke he hath , the wozd of God 
doth fozce me thereunto: ſæing he is the Pance of darke⸗ 


nelle. 
Dan. And 


witches and witchcraſfts. 


Dan. And is there any greater infidelitie and dark⸗ 
neſſe in any, then in witches, toniurers, and ſuch as haue 
kamiliaritie with diuels: 

N. B. J take it they be the derpeſt ouerwhelmed in 
darkneſle and iniidelitie of all other. 

Dan. Lay all theſe things together which you confeſſe, 
and ſe whether it doth not follow vpon the ſame, that the 


witch is the vaſſall of the diuell, and not he her ſernant; 


he is Loꝛd andcommaundeth , and ſhe is his dꝛudge and 
obepeth. | 

NM. B Pea, although he be Lo2d, pet he is content to 
ſerue her turne, and the witches conkelle, they call them 
fo2th and ſend them: and that they hire them to hurt ſuch 
in their bodies, and in their cattell, as they be dilpleaſed 
withall. 

Dan. J am ſoꝛie vou are ſo farre awꝛie: it is pitie any 
man ſhould be in ſuch errour, eſpetially a man that hath 
learning, and ſhould teach others knowledge. 


M. B. Nay, J map returne this vpon you, fo2 if you 


will denie this, it is but a folly to reaſon any further: J 
will neuer be dꝛiuen from that which J know: there was 
one old mother W. of great T. which had a ſpirit like a 
WUrcafill ; ſhe was offended highly with one H. M: home 
ſhe went, and called fo2th her ſpirit , which lay in a pot of 


woll vader her bed, ſhe willed him to go plague the man: 


he required what the would giue him, and he would kill 
H. She ſaid ſhe would giue him a cocke, which ſhe did, 
and he went, and the man fell ſicke with a great paine in 
his belly, languiſhed and died: the witch was arraigned, 
condemned, and hanged, and did conkeſſe all this. 

Dan. told you befo2e that J do not deny theſe things, 
but pou are deceiued about the doing: vou marke not the 
cunning lleights of the diuell:tell me, is not this the froth 
which S. Peter ſpeaketh, that ihe Diuell goeth about like a 
roaring Lion, ſecking whom he may deuoure, 1. Per. 5. 
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M. B. What tone” 

Dan. What then: can you beſo ſimple as to imagine 
that the diuell lieth in a pot of woll, ſoft and warme, and 
ftirreth not, but when he is hired and ſent! The diuels con⸗ 
ſpire together in their woꝛke, they beſtirre them, and ne- 
ner take reſt night noꝛ day:they are neuer wearie, they be 
not a cold, they care not foꝛ lying ſott: theſe be folecies, 
by which he deceiueth the witches, and bewitcheth ths 
minds of many ignoꝛant people: and whereas you ſap he 
ts hired, it is but deceit: foꝛ, let me aſke you two oz thꝛæ 
queſtions moꝛe if neede be. | 

M. B. What be pour queſtions ? 

Dan. You ſay the witch commeth home angrie, wha 
bath kindled this w2ath in her heart but the diuell? Who 
inflameth her mind with malice, to be reuenged, and to do 
miſchiefe but the diuell? doth not he rule in her heart⸗ Tell 
me what you thinke of this. | 

M. B. J muſtneds conkeſſe he ſtirreth her vp to wꝛath 
and malice. 

Dan. Then he lieth not at home in his pot of woll:noz 
he is not hired to this: hitherto ſhe is his dꝛudge, and o⸗ 
bepeth him, and not he her, being led by his ſuggeſtion. 
Then tell me, is not the diuell like a red oꝛ fierie Dꝛagon, 
Reuelat. i 2. burning in malice againſt God, and with all 
bloudie and cruell hatred that may be againſt men: And is 
he not farre readier vnto all miſchiefe, then any man 02 
woman? 

M. B. The Diuell is moꝛe fierce then any man oz wo- 
man; none can dente this. 

Dan. If none can denie this, and he be the wozker of 
the w2ath and maltce in the heart of the witch; then what 
needeth he to be hired: he ſtirreth her vp, and if he would, he 
could turne her mind from ſending him. and mult he be hi⸗ 
red? doth he care foꝛ a cocke oꝛ a chicken? is he hungrie, o: 
needeth he ſomewhat to eate? 


M. B. Nay, 
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M. B. Nap, but it is thought he taketh thoſe things to 
witneſſe againſt the witch that ſhe is his. 

Dan, Let it be, there were ſomewhat in that which 
you ſpeake, vet he hath a farre deeper reach, foꝛ the truth 
is, he would, and doth perſwade the blind people, that he 
medleth litle, but when heis euen hired and ſent, and that 
then his medling is but in ſuch matters: and hereupon all 
is on a b2ople againſt old women, which can any wayes 
be ſuſpededto be witches, as if they were the very plagues 
ok the wo21ld, and as if all would be well, ano lafe from 
ſuch harmes, if they were rated out, and thus they fall a 
roting out without all care: fo2 it is thought that the 
witch which hath her ſpirits, is even like a man Which 
bath curſt dogges, which he may ſet vpon other mens cat» 
tell, which pct in the nature of dogs, would neuer ſtir but 
when they arc bidden: and lo the harmes do come from the 
man which oweth thoſe dogs. They thinke that the coun⸗ 
try might be rid of ſuch ſpirits, if there were none to hoifter 
them, oꝛ to ſet them a woꝛk. They imagine that they and 
their cattel ſhould then go ſafe. Alas pooꝛe treatures, how 
they be deluded! how litle do they vnderſtand the high 

zouidente of almighty God Which 1s ouer ail ? 

M. B. Do you thinke then that witches ought not fo 
be roted out: oꝛ do pou thinke it were not much laſetie to 
the countrey from harmes, ik it could be rid of them ? 

Dan. Fd? the roting out of witches, the Scripture 18 
pi amine: Thou ſhalt not tuft crawitchto live : but we are not 
pet come td that point. But whether they be to be roted 
ont that men map be ſafe from harmes, as the pecple in 
furte and blindneſſe imagine, that is next. 

M. B. gen fale the ſmart and the harmes which they 
do, and it is no marucll , though they be earneſt to haue 
them rofed out, and a god riddance it were if the whole 
land could be ſet fic from them. 

Sa, Truly Y. B. J an of pour _ J would they were 
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all hanged vp one againſt another:we ſhould not (3 hope) 
ſtãd in ſuch feare of their ſpirits. But 3 interrupt vou to. 

The wife. They that would not haue them hanged oz 
burnt, J would they might euen witch them vnto hell. Jf 
J had but one fagot in the wozld, J would carie it a mile 
vpon my ſhoulders to burne a witch. 

Dan, Well god woman, ſpare your fagot awhile, and 
eaſe pour ſhoulders, and let vs reaſon the matter a litle 
further. J pzay vou let me aſke you this queſtion , Doth 
the witch o2 the diuell the harme vnto men and cattell? 

M. B. Why, the diuell doth it at their (ending, though 
J conkeſle it muſt nedes be as vou ſaid, that the diucll 
woꝛketh all in the mind of the witch, and moueth her to 
ſend him. - 

Dan. The dinell hath a kingdome, but it is in darke⸗ 
neſſe and coꝛruption of ſinne. Ye hath no right noꝛ power 
suer Gods creatures, no not ſo much as to kill one flie, oz 
to take one care of coꝛne out of any mans barne, vnleſſe 
power be giuen him. Pou know when Chꝛiſt caſt the di⸗ 
uels out of the man poſſeſſed,they aſke leaue fo2 to go in⸗ 
to the heard of ſwine. Then tell me, who giueth the di⸗ 
uell this power then, when the witch ſcndeth hum, to kill 
oꝛ to lame man oꝛ beaſt? doth the witch giue it him? Do 
vou thinke he had power to do harme, but no mind fill ſhe 
moued him: Dꝛ do vou take it that her lending giueth him 
power, which he had not: 

M. B. It is a queſtion indeed woꝛth the aſking : Foz 
doubtleſſe, the diuell hath not power vntil it be giuen 


him to touch any creature, to hurt oꝛ to deſtroy the body, 


but only to tempt and to lead into ſin:J am alſo ſure that 

the witch cannot giue him power, but only God aboue. 
Dan. Lay theſe two together then, that the diucll one⸗ 
ly hurteth, t that none can giue him power, neither man 
noꝛ woman, but only God, and tel me whether the people 
be not wonderfully caried awer ina rage. Fez, when as 
they 
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they ſhould conſider,that the dinell is the Loꝛds executio⸗ 
ner: and then finding that he hath any power giuen him 
to moleſt, to hurt and vere them in their bodies o2 gods, 
to know certainly it cometh from the Lo2d, and then ga⸗ 
ther from thence as the truth is) that the Loꝛd is diſplea⸗ 
ſed with them fo2 their offences, and ſo ſake vnto him, 
humbly crauing pardon and deliuerance from this enemy 
ſeking to be armed with the mighty power of faith, to caſt 
him foꝛth, and to reſiſt him, as the Lozd willeth, 1. Pec.5: 
here is no ſuch matter, no loking ſo high among the peo⸗ 
ple, but running deeper into erroꝛ, and into ſinne, as ił the 
witches did it, and that it commeth fcom their anger, and 
not from their owne ſinnes and infidelity. Bere is no re⸗ 
pentante, no humbling themſelues by faſting and pꝛaper, 
but running foꝛ helpe vnto diuels, vſing meanes which 
thoſe diuels by the cunning men and women appoint, 
ſcratching andclawing , thirſting often after guiltlefſe 
bloud, as raging againſt thoſe whom they imagine to be 
witches, which many times are not, becauſe they imagin, 
that if there were no witches, there ſhould be no ſuch 
plagues. As if they had no foule ſins noꝛ vnbeleefe, oz that 
there remained not a iuſt reuẽĩ ging God to puniſh, oꝛ as if 
he had not the diuels ſtill the executioners of his wꝛath. 

M. B. Trulp pour wo2ds do make me affraid: fo2 J am 
eucn guiltie of thoſe things my ſelfe , ik they be ſo grie⸗ 
uous, as pou (ct them out: and by Gods grace J wil con⸗ 
ſider better of the matter: foꝛ J haue counſelled manp to 
ſeeke vnto thoſe cunning folks, x to vſe ſuch helps as they 
pꝛeſcribe:and pou ſap; it is to ſecke helpe at diuels. Zo ſee 
that point we ſhal come anone: now J would be reſolued 
about ſomewhat in pour laſt ſpeech : as namely Do pou 
tleare the witches, becauſe God, and not thep, giueth the 
diuel power, and do pou thinke that the diucls ſheuld kill 
men and their cattell, if they were not ſent by witches? 
Should the harmes till kollow, if 1 were no witches: 
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Dan. That J ſay G alone, and not the witches, gi⸗ 
ueth power vnto the diuels to plague and toꝛment:it is ſo 
euident as that J ſuppoſe a man ſhali hardly mcete with 
any man ſo grolle but will confeſle it. But this doth not 
cleare the witches at all; foꝛ their ſinne is in dealing with 
diuels, and that they imagine that their Spirits do thole 
harmes, requeſted and hired by them: when as inderd the 
diuel, where he hath power giuen him to hurt, oꝛ where he 
knoweth death oꝛ grieuous diſcaſes will follow either un 
man 92 beaſt, ſetteth the witch in a rage, à moucth her to 
ſend hum. Concerning your other queſtion, J lap, we ſhall 
find by the Scriptures, that if there were no witches at 


all, vet men ſhold be plagued by the diuels in their bodies 


and gods. Fo2 touching the godly, the Lo2d doth vſe Da- 
tanto affiit them in their bodies and in their gods, fo2 
to trie their faith and patience: as the example of holie 
Job doth teſtiſie in ample manner. It were vile folly and 


bꝛutiſh to affirme, that witches did (ct on the diuels to kil 


his childꝛen, and to plague his body. And J hold it no ſmal 
folly, toꝛ any man to thinke that the Loꝛd doth not now 
ſcourge his childꝛen, at the leaſt ſome of them, foꝛ their 


god, by the diuel. There is no doubt, but the diuel hauing 


power giuen him to affiia, vſeth all the craft he can, and 
will ſccke to be ſent by the witch, and fo he will make it 
knowne , becauſe it map ſ&me to be not from God, but 
from the anger of a poꝛe woman. And now touching the 
wicked , which pꝛouoke God by their wicked ſinnes and 
vnbeleefe, may we not read in the Striptures that an euil 
ſpirit was ſent of God vnto king Saul, which did haunt 
and vere him: QHas this ſpirit ſent by a witch? D2 the di- 
uels in the Goſpell, which entred info the heard of ſwine 
and dꝛowned them: did theLo2d giue them power, and 
ſend them and ſhall we be ſo ſottiſh as to thinke, that he 
ſendeth not the diuel now againſt vngodlp men, to plague 
and to deſtroy them ? As J laid befoze, here is the deepe 
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craft of Sathan, that he will couet to be ſent by witches, 
whereas indeed God hath ſet him, ſeing none can ſend him 
but God. Againe, we muſt conſider that there be naturail 
cauſes in the bodies of men and beaſts of grieuous toz- 
ments and diſeaſes, yea euen cauſes of death. Now, they 
cannot be ſo ſecret, but the diuell knoweth them, and euen 
when they are like to take effect. Then doth he ply it with 
the witch, ſetteth her in afury, ſhe ſendeth him, euen vpon 
this ſending the man oꝛ the beaſt ſuddenly and ſtrangely 
are toꝛmented, fall lame, oꝛ dye. Then the witch is ſuſ- 
pected, examined, and confeſieth that ſhe killed ſuch a 
man, oꝛ ſuch a mans cattell, oꝛ made them lame. Vere the 


people are ſet in a wonderfull maze and aſtoniſhment, as 


if witches could plague men in their w2ath, by ſending 
their ſpirits, becauſe they confeſſe they did it, when their 
ſpirits do lye and had no power, but the tozments came 
by naturall canſes. And to dꝛiue the people into a deeper 
madneſſe in this, and to make them belcue, that ſtrange 
and ſudden toꝛments and languiſhing diſcaſes come by 


witches, he hath his other ſoꝛt of witches, the cunning 


men and women which tell euen vpon his wo2d, which 

vou know is to be truſted, that they be bewitched, that 
they be haunted with fairies, and that there be thus ma⸗ 

ny witches thercabouf, in euerp towne ſome. 

M.B. Zhatis moſt true no doubt, which pou ſpcake,J 
do not foꝛ my part know how te gaineſap any one point 
thereof. Only J Wonder at the craſtineſſe ofthe diuels in 
theſe things, that where they haue power graunted vnto 


7 them to hurt they will be (ent by the witches, as if they 


did it hired by them, and that gou fay where harmes do 

follow men vpon natural cauſes, that thep can make ſhew 

as though they did them. But are pou ofthis mind, that 

there ſhould be as many oꝛ all thoſe harmes done by di⸗ 

ucls,if there were no witches, as there be now: Although 

J muff needs conkelle, that the witches 4 giue the diuell 
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no power, no2 he can take none by their ſending: pet map 
it not be that God giueth them power oftener becauſe of 
thoſe witches dealing with them, then * there were no 
witches at all? 

Dan. The craftineſſe of diuels is ſuch , as without the 
light of Gods woꝛd, the wiſeſt men vnder heauen muſt 
needs be deceiued thereby. Me ſee there be ſome men ſo 
deepe in ſubtilties, and can cary matters ſo cloſe,that men 
cannot diſcerne them: how much moꝛe the diuels, which 
are exceedingly ſubtill, and crafty aboue the ſubtilleſt men: 
Che queſtion which pou aſke is / in my iudgement ) ſome⸗ 
what hard: but this is vndoubted, that it the Loꝛd God 
do giue vnto the diuels oftener power to hurt becauſe of 
the witches, J meane becauſe the diuels do deale by ſuch 
inſtruments, it is in his heaup iudgement againſt the wic⸗ 
kednelle of the people, which deſpiſe the true and heauenly 
light of his wo2d. As S. Paule ( pꝛophecying of the com⸗ 
ming ok the great Antichziſt) ſheweth, that becauſe men 
did not receiue the loue of the truth, God gave the diuell 
power by Antichꝛziſt and his miniſters, to ſeduce by lying 
ſignes and wonders. Indeed J will not ſay that foz the 
witch the Diucll hath power giuen him, but fo2 the 
wickedneſſe of the people, which deſerue that by witches 


the diuell ſhould haue power fo ſeduce them further. Here 


pet we mult take hed of the common errour which a mul⸗ 
titude are caried ſo headlong withall, that they can by no 
meanes ſc, that God is pꝛouoked by their ſinnes to giue 
the diuell ſuch inſtruments to woꝛke withall, but rage a⸗ 
gainſt the witch, euen as ifſhe could do all. 

M. B. Surely, I ſhould be a w2ctch to deny, that God 
giueth the Diuels power to plague and to ſeduce be⸗ 
cauſe of mens wickednelle : but pet J would know whe⸗ 
ther a godly faithfull man oꝛ woman may not be bewit- 
= Ac (& the Diuell had power giuen him ouer 
Jo 


Dan, 
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Dan, This example of lob is not fit to pzouethat a 
godly man may be bewitched, ſeeing the diuell is not ſaid 
to deale by witches againſt him, but it doth pꝛwue, that 
not only the godly, but euen the moſt godly (as holy Job, 
who had none like him vpon earth) map foz their triall be 
giuen into the hands of Satan to be affliged and temp⸗ 
ted. And as J ſaid, where Satan hath power granted him 
of God, to ſtrike with bodily plagues any of the godly,foz 
the triall of their faith and patience,he will couet if he can 
bꝛing it about, to be ſent by ſome witch, and to haue it 
knowne that he was ſent. But the faithfull are to turne 
their cies from the witch, and to deale with God, foꝛ from 
him the matter cometh.UUhen they be tried, the Loꝛd in 
his god time will deliuer them depending vpon him, to 
their great pꝛaiſe and gloꝛ y, euen as valiant ſouldiers. Jt 
is there foꝛe of no great foꝛce, whether Satan come from 
the witch againſt the godly,o2 whether he haue no witch 
to deale by: ouercome thou the diuell, and thou ouercom⸗ 
meſt all. Inderd among the moꝛe ignoꝛant ſozt he pꝛeuai⸗ 
leth much, whe he toucheth thoſe which imbꝛace the liue⸗ 
ly woꝛd as ſent from a witch. Foz many nowe doe euen 
quake and tremble, and their faith doth ſtagger. Nath he 
power(thinke they) ouer ſuch as be tunning in the Scrip- 
tures, then what are they the better foꝛ their pzofeſſion? 
the witch is on their bones as well as vpon others. By 
this it might ſerme and ſo they take it, that other helpes 
and remedies are to be ſought then by the Scriptures: 
and ſo they run and ſ&ke helpe where they ought not. 

M. B. Then J pꝛap vou, though J be already perſwa⸗ 
ded it is naught to ſeeke to theſe cunning men fo2 helpe a- 
gainſt witches, vet let vs conferre a litle of that. There 
be diuers things which haue perſwaded me to think mar⸗ 
uellous wel of them, and euen as of ſuch as God hath gi⸗ 
uen wiſedome and ſkill vnto, euen koꝛ to do much god. 
Foꝛ we ſ& many receiue helpe 4 and are deliuered 
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from the plagues which come by diuels. And firſt, J would 
know how they can be ſo earneſt againſt witches: if they 
deale with the diuel, and ſo be indeed witches themſelues, 
how can they haue any mind in charity to do good, to take 
pity vpon ſuch as be in miſery? Oꝛ how will Satan dꝛiue 
fo:th Satan? Foꝛ they no doubt, dziue out diuels out of 
ſome. 

Dan. J would come to anſwer your queſtions touching 
the ſerking helpe at the hands of cunning men oꝛ women: 
but tell me farſt, arc you reſo lued touching the ſending of 
the ſpirits, and touching the harmes that are done? Pe 
thinke vou ſlip to ſuddenly from theſe points: 

M. B. J cannot tell whether J vnderſtand pour mea⸗ 
ning in euerp thing, but ſure, J haue bene in erroꝛ great- 
ly J muſt needs confeſſe. And if pou pleaſe, we may ſtand 
ſomewhat longer in theſe queſtions. 

Sam. Inder it is my deſire that you would ſpeake a 11- 
tle plainer of theſe points: foʒ I haue marked well al pour 
talke,and cannot well conceiue of the laſt things you dealt 
in. With pour leaue A4. B. I would aſke two oz thꝛe gue- 
ſtions of my friend. Here was but ſeuen miles hence at 
W. H. one P. the man was of god wealth, + well accoun⸗ 
ted of among his neighbours. He pined away with fick- 
nefie halfe a veare, and at laſt died. Aſter he was dead, his 
wife ſulſpeced ill dealing: ſhe went to a cunning man, J 
know not where, and deſired to know wherof her huſband 
died. He told her that her huſband died of witchery : he aſ⸗ 
ked her if ſhe did not (uſpec any thereabout . She ſapd 
there was one woman which ſhe did not like, one mother 
W. her huſband and ſhe fell out, and he fell ſicke within 
two dayes after, and neuer recouered againe. He ſhewed 
her the woman as plaine in a glaſſe, as we ſee one another, 
and in the very apparell ſhe went in at that houre, fo2 ſhe 
ware an old red cap with corners, ſuch as women were 
wont to weare : and in that ſhe appeared in the glaſſe: Be 
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taught her how ſhe might bꝛing her to confeſſe.Well,he 
followed his counſell, went home, cauſed her to be app2e- 
hended and caried befo2e a Juſtice of peace. e examined 
her ſo wiſely , that in the end ſhe conf2fled ſhe killed the 
man.She was ſent to pꝛiſon, ſhe was arraigned, condem⸗ 
ned, and executed: and vpon the ladder ſhe ſcmed very 
penitent, deſiring all the world to fo2giue her. She ſapd 
ſhe had a ſpirit in the likeneCle of a yellow dun Cat. This 
Cat came vnto her, as ſhe ſapd,as ſhe ſat by her fire, when 
ſhe was fallen out with a netghbour ofhers, and wiſhed 
that the vengeance of God might light vpon him and his. 
The cat bad her not be afraid,ſhe would do her no harme, 
ſhe had ſerued a dame flue peares in Rent, that was now 
dead, and ifſhe would, ſhe would be her ſeruant. And whe⸗ 
as,ſayd the Cat, ſuch a man hath miſuſed ther, if thou wilt 
J will plague him in his cattell. She ſent the Cat, ſhe kil⸗ 
led the hogs and one Cow. The man ſuſpecting, burnt a 
pig aliue, and as ſhe ſapd, her Cat would neuer go thithe 
any moꝛe.Afterward ſhe fell out with that D:ſhe ſent 
Cat, who told her, that ſhe had giuen him that, which he 
ſhould neuer recouer:and indeed the man died. Now dopou 


not thinke the woman ſpake the truth in all this? Would 


the woman accuſe her ſelfe fallly at her death? Did not the 
Cat become her ſeruant? Did not ſhe ſend her? Did ſhe not 
plague and kill both man and beaſt ? Nhat ſhould a man 
thinke cfthis? 8 

Dan, You pꝛopound a particular example, and let vs 


examine eucry thing in it touching the witch, foꝛ the wo⸗ 


mans fad that went to the wiſe man, we are not yet come 

to that point: You ſay the Cat came to her when ſhe was 

in a great rage with one of her neighbours, and did curſe, 

wiſhing the vengeance of God to fall vpon him and his. 
Sam, She ſapd ſo indeed, J heard her with mine owne 

cares, koꝛ J was at the execution. 

Dan. Then tell me who ſet her in ſuch 0 diueliſh rage, 
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ſo to curſe and ban, as to with that the vengeance of God 


might light vpon him and his? did not the Cat: 

Sam, Truly J thinke the diuell w2ought that in her. 

Dan. Uery well, then you ſ& the Cat is the beginner 
ofthis play. 

Sam. Call pou it a plap ? It was no play to ſome. 

Dan. Fnde&d the witch at laſt had better haue w2ought 
hard, then bene at her play. But J meane Satan did play 
the Jugler: fo2 doth he not offer his ſeruice 2 Doth he not 
maue her to ſend him to plague the man: Tel me, is ſhe fo 
foward to ſend, as he is to be ſent? Dz do pou not take it 
that heruleth in her heart, and euen wholly directeth it to 
this matter: 

Sam. J am fully perſwaded he ruleth her heart. 

Dan. Chen was ſhe his dꝛudge, and not he her ſer⸗ 
nant, he needeth not to be hired noꝛ intreated, fog if her 
hart were to ſend him any where, vnto ſuch as he know⸗ 
eth he cannot hurt, noꝛ ſeth how to make any ſhew that 


he hurteth them, he can quickly turne her from that. Mel, 


the Cat goeth and killeth the man, certaine Hogs, and a 
Cow: how could ſhe tell that the Cat did it? 

Sam. Yow could ſhe tell? why he told her man, and ſhe 
ſaw and heard that he loſt his cattell. 

Dan. The Cat would lye, would ſhe not? fo2 they ſay 


ſuch Cats are lpers. 


Sam. do not truſt the Cats woꝛds, but becauſe the 
thing fell out ſo. 

Dan. Becauſe the Yogs and the Cow died, are vou 
ſure the Cat did kill them; might they not die of ſome na⸗ 
turall cauſes:as you ſee both men and beaſts are well, and 
die ſuddenly ? 

Sam, That were ſtrange, if they ſhould die of naturall 


cauſes, and fall out ſo fit at the time after he was ſent? 


Dan. It is not ſtraunge at all, as marke what A tell 
vou, x you 1085 eaſilꝑ ſee. There be naturall cauſes of toʒ⸗ 
tures 
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tures and griefe, of lameneſſe, and ofdeath in the bodies 
of men and beaſtes, which lie ſo hid and ſecret , that the 
learnedeſt Phiſitians cannot eſpie them, but the diuell 
ſeth them, and can coniedure very neare the time when 
they will take effect. Then doeth he plie it, to bꝛing the 
matter about that it map ſeeme he did it. If he haue anie 
witch to deale by, he ſtirreth vp ſome occaſton to ſet her in 
a rage with that party:and then he wil beſent, and telleth 
her he doth it. Ik he haue no witch to deale by, pet he will 
ſet debate betweenec the partie and ſome other, whom he 
map bꝛing into ſuſpition, as his greateſt deſire is to haue 
innocent bloud ſhed. 

Sam. Here is a matter bzought about indeed: how could 
the Cat do all this? 

Dan, J told you befoꝛe, that the diuels wozke together, 
and can ſpedily and molt craftily compaſſe things, which 
are farre beyond the reach of mans capacitie. But ſome⸗ 
time the diuell hath power giuen him toplague and doth 
the harme. Admit he had power ginen him, and did kill 
the cattell of this man: let vs come now fo that, who 
thinke vou, gaue him the power foꝛ to ſtrike and kill? Did 
the witch giue him the power, oꝛ the Loꝛd God ? 

Sam. ap, ſurelp the witch cannot giue him power. 

Dan. Did he receiue power after ſhe ſent him? 

2am, That cannot J tell. 

Dan. Then marke alitle: he hath power giuen him to 
plague this man in his gods: he will do it, but he will do 
it craftily . The Loꝛd gaue him power ouer the gods of 
holy Iob: he woꝛketh by inſtruments, foꝛ he ſtirreth vp the 
Sabeis, and they take away his Dren and his Aſſes: he 
raiſeth vp alſo the Chaldeis, and they cary away his Ca- 
mels, lob. 1. Cuen ſo, hauing power to ſtrike, he will be 
ſent by a witch, he could do it without her, but he gaineth 
much that wap, as we ſhall ſeꝛ when we come to ſpeake of 
the remedies which men (ke. A 
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Sam. JF wonder then that the man neuer had moze hurt 
after he had burnt his pig aliue. 

Dan. O man, the Diuell can abide no roſt meate, no2 
no fire, he is afraid, if they fall a roſting, that they will 
roſt him . It they run at him with a ſpit red hote, they ga⸗ 
ſter him ſo ſoꝛe, that his dame ſhall go her ſelfe, it ſhe will, 
he will come no moꝛe there. But of theſe things we are to 
ſpeake afterward in their place. 

Sam, Pou make the diuell wonderfull ſubtill. 

Dan. He is ſo ſubtill and full of all craft and ſleight, 
that no earthly creature can eſcape from being ſeduced by 
him, without the light of Gods heauenly woꝛd. But let 
vs come now to the other man, whom the witch conkelled 
ſhe killed by her Cat. 

Sam. Pea , that me thinketh 1s moze then the other: 
the woman was told by the cunning man that her huC 
band was killed by witchery. The witch confeſſed ſo much 
at her death. The Cat told the witch, that ſhe killed him. 


Dan. Here be a company of credible perſons to be be⸗ 
leeued: the cunning man ſaith the man was bewitched to 


death. ho told him that ? 

i Sam. His ſpirit that maketh the witch appeare in the 
glallc. | 
Dan. That ſame ſpirit, what do vou take him to be, an 
Angell, oz a Diuells? 

Sam. Some of the cunning men ſay, they haue Poſes 
o2 Elias, oꝛ the ſpirit of ſome holy man. 

Dan. The Diuell can turne himſelle into the likeneſſe 
of an Angell of light. Foꝛ they that do thinke the cunning 
men and women deale with any other ſpirit then Satan, 
haue no vnderſtanding. Satan ſaith, the man was 
witched to death. 

Sam. Satan ſaith ſo, he is not to be belteued, but the 
witch confeſſeth it was ſo. 
Dan, Who told the witch? 


Sam. Per 
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Sam. Her Cat that ſhe ſent. 

Dan. What is the Cat, a diuell? then remember the 
pꝛouerbe, Aſke his fellow if he be a thefe. All the matter 
reſteth vpon the teſtimony of diuels, and they not put to 
their oath. We will not ground vpon mans teſtimonie 
— an oath , and mult we belecue the bare woꝛd of 
diuels ? 

Sam. Do you thinke then that the man was not killed 
by witcherte? 


Dan. It map be the Loꝛd had giuen Satan power to 


plague the man in his bodie, and then he vnder a colour 
would be ſcent by a witch. But it is moſt like that his body 
did languiſh and pine of naturall cauſes, which the diuell 
did know, and ſo would be ſent, and ſeme to do all, when 
as indeed he had no power to touch him. Foz although the 
Loꝛd giue the diuell power, to ſtrike ſome in their bodies 
fo2 their hap nous ſinnes, vet the moſt which the witches 
th inke their ſpirits do kill at their requeſt, do die of natu⸗ 
rall diſeaſes. 5 

Sam, Then it ſæmeth the witches are decetued and 
mocked, when he maketh them beleuc he doth kill and 
plague when he doeth not. And againe in this, where he 
bath power giuen him of God, to ſkrike man oꝛ beaſt, hee 
could do it, and would without the witch, and ſo vſeth the 
witch fo2 a colour to dꝛaw on woꝛſe matters. 

Dan, J am glad you take my meaning lo right: fo2, 
thinke deepcly of the matters, and pou ſhall ſee it mull 
nerds be ſo. | g 


Sam. J interrupted. M. B. J pꝛay yon go fozward now 


to the reit. | 
Dan. Our matter which we come vnto now, is the 
helpe and remedie that is ſought fox againſt witches at 
the hands of cunning men. And now if it pleaſe yon to 
pꝛopound pour queſtions , J will anſwer to them the beſt 
J can. 
E 3 


37 


A Dialogue concerning 


M. B. Nay truly, J ſœ alreadie all is naught, but pet 
I will obiea thoſe things which haue caried me aw2y . A 
take it a man is to ſecke remedy againſteuils, and J 
thought it was euen a gift that God gaue vnto thoſe who 
we call cunning men , that they did very much god by, 
TWhen a thing is loft, when a thing is ſtolen, many go to 
them, and they helpe them to it. J did know where the 
Communion cup was ſtolen: the Churchwardens rode to 
a wiſe man, he gaue them direction what night, e where 
they ſhould ſtand, and the party that had ſtolen it ſhould 
come thither, and confeſſe he had it:4 certainly they had it 
againe. A did know one that had a child of fiue pears old, 
a girle, it was takt pitiouſly: the father was in great hea-, 
uineſſe, and knew not what to do:ſome gaue him counſel | 
to go to a woman which dwelt ten mites from him, and 
tocary ſome of the clothes which the child lay in: he did 
ſo, the woman told him that his child was bewitched, and 
if he did not ſeeke remedie in time, the child would be loft: 
She bad him take ſome old clothes, and let the child lye in 
them all night, and then take and burne them: and he 
ſhould ſe by the burning, foꝛ if they did burne black, that 
ſhewed the child was bewitched:and ſhe ſaid further, that 
doubtleſſe the witch would come thither. Be followed her 
Aduice,and ſure as we be here, there came an old woman 
in, which he ſuſpeded, euen while they were burning, and 
made an errand: the man made no mo2e ado, but euen 
laid his clowches vpon her and clawed her vntil the blod 
ran downe her cheeks, and the child was well within two 
dapes after. J could tell pou cf a ſtranger thing, but J 
haue it but by repoꝛt, but pet indeed by very credible re⸗ 
pozt. There was a butcher by his trade that had a 
boy to his ſonne, his name was Iohn, gricuous ſo2es 
did bzeake fo2th vpon him: they layed ſalaes, and 
none would cleaue fo: to dzawe o2 to caſe them. The 
father making his moane to a friend of his, he told him 
whither 
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Whither he ſhould goe to a very ſkilfull man: he did 
go, and being demaunded whome he ſuſpected, ſhe was 
ſhewed him in a glaſſe, an old woman that dwelt not far 
from him in an houſe alone:he told the cunning man, that 
the woman had ſhut vp her do2e, and was gone ſrem 
home out of the ſhire, and ſo he could not tcllhow to 
come by her: he told him a way how he ſhould fetch her 
home. Cut off the haire(ſaid he) of the bopes head, and put 
it in a cloth and burne it, and J warrant you ſhe wil come 
home with all the ſped ſhe can. Burne it abꝛoad, burne it 
not in a chimney , foꝛ if vou do, it will make cu all a⸗ 
frais. The man went home and did this. The woman 
tame home with all ſpeed, came to his houſe, came to the 
bop, and ſaid: John, ſcratch me, he ſcratched her vntill the 
bloud followed, and whereas befoꝛe nothing would dzaw 
his ſoꝛes, thep healed of themſelues. What ſhould a man 
thinke of ſuch things? 

Dan, Pou tell of ſome, which haue receiued helpe from 
the hands of cunning men: and no doubt there may infinit 
examples be bꝛought. Some haue loſt, ſome haue things 
ftolen from them, ſome are vexed in their bodies: They 
come by the things againe which were loft oꝛ ſtolen, they 
are taught to do certaine things, and are eaſed from their 
griefes But this we muff firſt know, they rece iue their 
helpe, if it deſerue the name to be called helpe, from the 
diuell. And do you thinke a man may lawfully ſeke help 
at the hands of the diuell: 

M. B. Some are perſwaded that they do not ſerke 
helpe at the hand of diuels, ohen they go to the wiſe men: 
but that it is a git which God hath giuen them, euen to 
do god withall. | 

Dan. J do verily thinke that many of the people are ſo 
perſwaded: but what reaſon is there fo2 it? Doth God by 
his Spirit tell where the thing is which is loſt, oz ſtolen⸗ 
Is it an Angell from heauen, 1 ſoule of ſame man 
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that is dead, which appeareth in the Chꝛiſtall, oz in the 
claſſe, and ſheweth the image of the partie which hath 
ffolen, oꝛ that is a witch? 

M. B. J had rather heare what you thinke touching 
theſe things, then ſhew what J hauec thought. 

Dan. The diuels did make the heathen people beleeue 
that they were goddes, and ſo p2ocured that they ſhould 
wo2ſhip them with diuine woꝛſhip. Thꝛough their craftt- 
nes they had many waies to eſtabliſh this: they conueyed 
themſelues into images , and out ofthem gauc anſwers, 
when they were demanded, herein they vſed great craft, 
foꝛ whereas they could not tell what ſhould fall out, they 
framed the ozacle in ſuch ſoꝛt as it was doubtfull, might 
be taken both waies: and ſo loke which part it fell out on, 
that ſermed and was taken to be the meaning ofthe gods. 
Af they did know how things would fall out indeed, as 
they did know ſundꝛy things touching the kingdoms and 
monarchies ofthe world, bythe wꝛitings ofthe Pzophets, 
and diners things by comectures , as the diuell could tell 
Saul he ſhould be ſlaine, becauſe hc ſaw God had caſt him 
off, and the hearts ofthe Jſraclites fainted, and the Phili⸗ 
kims were full of courage, thoſe they would tell plainelp. 

Alſo they did conuep themſelues into the bodies of men 
and women, and vtter things which ſemed verp diuine, 
ſuch (as J am perſwaded) were the P2ophetiſſes the Si- 
bylles among the heathen. Such was the maide at Phi⸗ 
lippos, which is mentioned in the Aces of the Apoſtles, 
which bꝛought great gaine vnto her maſfers by deuining, 
out of whom Paul caſt the diuell. This maid could tell of 
things loſt, of things ſtolen, and ſuch like, and great re- 
ſo2t there was vnto her, as men had neede,02 deſired to ſee 
the ſtrangeneſſe of the matter. 

M. B. Ket me interrupt yon a litle: The diuell cans 
not be in all places at once: how could he then, remaining 
in the maide, tell what was done in places farre off: how 
can 
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can the diuell tell where the thing loſt oz ſtolen is, which 
is not only far off but hidden? how can he ſhew the image 
of the thefe oꝛ witch? Can he ſit and behold all things a 
karre off, and in ſecret 7 | 

Dan. THe map not aſcribe vnto Diuels that they can 
be in all places at once, oꝛ fit in one place, and behold all 
things done a farre cff. But they iopne together in this 
ſpectall woꝛzke, to ſet vp their kingdome, and to dꝛaw the 
people after them, to ſake helpe at their handes, and lo to 
woꝛſhip them. Some of them be in one place, and ſome in 
another, and from all places do ſtir vp the faithleſſe peo⸗ 
ple to run fo2 helpe to thoſe cunning men, and then they 
make the relation, fo2 they go thither alſo, they know the 
thefe whom they moued to the theft, and can make re- 
ſemblante of his face and apparell : they can tell where 
things be that are hid, hauing had a finger in the matter. 
And thus one ſpirit (as it doth ſeme } telleth things ſpo- 
ken and done far off, but it is otherwiſe, there be many 
that do il, which reſo2t from all the places where the 
things are done. 

M. B. J am ſatiſfied touching this point. You were 
ſhewing how the diuels did deale among the heathen out 
ofthe Idols, and out of men and women. 

Dan. Yea, and they haue ſubtillie wound themſelues 
in againe among Chꝛiſtians. Fo2 vfing witches as their 
inſtruments, they make them belerue that they do many 
harmes ſent by them, which they do not, and wheras they 
haue power giuen them by God to afflict, they will ſame 
to do it at the wꝛath and diſpleaſure of the witch, ſhe muſt 
ſend him, the matter muſt one way oꝛ other appeare ei⸗ 
ther he will ſeeme ene compelled by fo2ce of ſuch as do ad⸗ 
iure him, to confeſſe that ſuch a woman oꝛ ſuch a man ſent 
him, oꝛ els the witch muſt confeſſe ſo much. Then the peo- 
ple deuiſe how they may be ſafe againſt the witch: there is 
running to the wizards to learne — they ſhould do, to 
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withſtand the fury ofthe witch, that ſhe ſend not to them, 
oꝛ iche haue ſent, how they may expell her ſpirit, and 
kepc her from ſending him againe:this is it which the di⸗ 
uell would haue: foꝛ now he vttereth all his wares: he 
teacheth by theſe cunning men and women, many ho2rt- 
ble abhommations, and foule abuſes of the name of God, 
by which they are made beleeue, that they haue remedy a⸗ 


gaintt the diuels ſent by the witches, and that they are 


curcd from their harmes. 

M. B. J donotſe& how any man can indeed iuſtific, 
oꝛ maintain, that the ſpirits which appeare vnto them in 
the Chꝛiſtall, oꝛ in the glaſſe,o2 water, oꝛ that any wap do 
ſpeake, and ſhew matters vnto them, be holy Angels, oz 
the ſoules of excellent men, as of Moſes, Samuel, Dauid, 
and others, though J haue heard that the cunning men 


take them to be luch, and thinke they deale by them a⸗ 


gainſt diuels. 

Dan. It is no matter what Satans vaſſals are made 
to beleeue by his ſubtill lleights: it is moſt abhominable 
fo: any Chꝛiſtian man, euer to let it enter into his 
thought, that they do any thing by the power oz wiſe⸗ 
dome of the holy Ghoſt, by any Angell o2 god ſpirit, oz 
that they do any thing againſt the diuell, which woꝛke by 
the intelligence Which they haue from euill ſpirits:there⸗ 
foze hold this, that they ſ&ke vnto diuels, which run vnto 
thole lothſapers. 5 | 

M. B. am perſwaded indeed that they ſeeke vnto 
diuels, but J would ſee ſome reaſon foz it out of Gods 
wo2d. 

Dan. Touching all ſpirituall matters, as to be armed 
with power againſt diuels, and to know how to auoide 
the danugers which they bꝛing, we are no where to ſeke 
and to learne but ot our moſt bleſſed Loꝛd God. And of 
him we cannot learne, but by his holy word, foꝛ in it he 
bath opened vnto vs all his whole will, And therefoze 
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where the Lo2d commaundeth the people of Iſraell by 
Molſes, Deut. i 8. that they ſhould not when they tame into 
the land, learne to do accoꝛding to the abhonunations of 
thoſe heathen, reckoning vp ſundꝛie kinds ot ſuch as were 
Satans inſtruments which he vled to ſeduce the multi⸗ 
tude, by demnations, by obſeruing of times, by augurie, 
by iuglings with the helpe ofthe diuell, by vſing kamiliar 
ſpirits, ſpirits of deuination, and ſeeking to the dead: he 
ſetteth down alſo the remedie, ſhewing fürſt, that he would 
caſt out thoſe nations becauſe they hearkened vnto the 
Southſapers, anddeuiners, pꝛonouncing that euerie one 
which doth thoſe things, is an abhomination to the Lo2d, 
willing his people that they ſhould not hearken to ſuch, 
but that they ſhould hearken vnto him: and then Moles 
ſaith, A Prophet ſhall the Lord thy God raile vp vnto thee 
from among you of thy brethren Tike ynto me, hun ſhall ye 
heare, - 

M. B. Zhen pou pꝛoue by that place, that we muſt 
ſxke onely to God, and not to luch as woꝛke by meanes 
beſide his woꝛds. | 

Dan. Jfycurcate that place, Deut. i d. and marke eue⸗ 
rie thing well, pou ſhall ſe it doth not onely pꝛwue that 
thep ſccke vnto Diuels, which runne to theſe cunning 
men and women: becauſe the Pꝛophets which God hath 
raͤiſed vp to declare the Lozds will, co;nmanund vs not to 
do ſuch things : but allo declareth that they be an abho- 
mination to the Loꝛd that vſe them, oꝛ that ſalie vnto 
them. 

M. B. J ſe then it is not onely a ſinne, but a moſt hoꝛ⸗ 
rible ſinne, to ſecke vnto them. Alas, many do not thinke 
that they ſecke vnto diuels, when they go fo2 helpe vnto 
them fo2 things ſtolne, oꝛ foꝛ helpe and remedie againſt 
witches. 

Dan. No doubt many refuſe to heare the voice of Cod, 
to be infkructed by him: they deſpiſe his ub zand therio:c 
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they be giuen vp to — vnto Diuels. Such as haue 
ſought vnto any of theſe that woꝛk by the diuel, and now 
come to ſe their offente, ought to ſhew repentance foz the 
ſame, not as foꝛ a light ſinne. It is no ſmall abhomination 
to go foꝛ helpe vnto the diuell: it is to ſet him in Gods 
place, and to honour him as God. It riſeth of infidelitie 
and diſtruſt of help from God, as we may ſe in the exam⸗ 
ple of king Saule, who finding no aunſwer noz comfozt 
from Cod, whom he had ſo wickedly diſobeped, went to a 
witch. The heathen man ſaid, Fectere ſi nequco Superot, 

Acheronta moxebo, If I cannot intreat the gods, Iwill downe 
among the diuels. 

M. B. Nay , doubtleſſe there can be no dekence made 
foꝛ ſuch ſeeking helpe at their hands, which dcale with fa- 
miliar ſpirits: but J mule at diuerſe things, as this foꝛ 
one, how the cunning men, ik they deale by the power of 
the diucli,ſhould vſe ſuch god woꝛds, and will them that 
come vnto them to do all in the name of Chꝛiſt, teaching 
them to vſe woꝛds and ſentences of the Scriptures. 

Dan. O fir, here lpeth the deepe ſubtilty of Satan: how 
ſhould the people be ſeduced to follow him, ik he ſhold not 
vſe great cunning to couer matters, as if diuels were dꝛi⸗ 
uen out, and harmes cured that are done by them, euen 
thꝛough the name and mighty power of God.Verein alſo 
lpeth a moꝛe foule abhomination, and that is the abuſing 
and hoꝛrible pꝛophaning of the moſt bleſſed name of God, 


aͤnd the holy Scriptures vnto witcheries, charmes , and 


conturations,and vnto all diuelliſh arts. Such an one is 
haunted with a fapꝛie, oꝛ a ſpirit:he muſt learne a charme 
compounded of ſome ſtrange ſpeeches, and the names of 
God intermingled, oꝛ weare ſome part of S. Iohns Gol- 
pell o2 ſuch like. So againft the thefe , againſt the diuell 
ſent by the witch, the like is pꝛadiſed. Uthat can Satan 
deſire moze, then that holy things ſhould be thus abuſed? 
There is adoCkgethim into the glaſle, to get him into 

the 
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the Chꝛyſtall, to get him into the baſin of water: there is 
a do to bind him, as it were by the name and power of 
Chꝛiſt to tell this thing oꝛ that thing. The comurer he 
bindeth him with the names of God, and by the vertue of 
Cheiſts paſſion and reſurredion, and ſo maketh him ſerue 
his turne: and all his owne woꝛke, foꝛ he is not conſtrai⸗ 
ned, noz bound, but ſeeketh thus to haue God blaſphemed. 
O (ſayth the ſimple man ) this is a god woman, the ſpea- 
keth of God, and of Chꝛiſt, and doth all in his name: they 
be god wo2ds which ſhe hath taught me to vſe: and what 
hurt can there be in vſing god wo2ds ? Alas poze man, 
what caſe are they in which mult learne god wo2ds of the 
diuell: It is not the ſpeaking of god woꝛds, oz the wea⸗ 
ring ſome part of the Scriptures, that defendeth from di- 
ucls, therein lieth the craft of Satan, to haue thoſe holy 


things ſo fouly abuſed, and that men may put trult in 


wo2ds and ſentences p2onounced,but the diuels arc with- 
ſtod onely by the power of faith, where the holy Scrip⸗ 
tures are wꝛitten in the heart, and the ſoule armed with 
the power of them. From thts Satan dꝛaweth men by his 
ſwthſayers, teaching them other helpes : Foz the naming 
of Gad, oꝛ the ſentences of Scripture bindeth not Satan, 
when we reade he can vtter them. 

M. B. Then how can the diuell beare ſuch a pitifull 
mind, as to helpe thoſe that be in miſery? Foz many haue 
helpe by theſe tunning men. The diuell is cruell and bent 
whollp to do bulk, and that is it which perſwadeth manp, 
that things are done euen by the power of God, 

Dan. The diuels be as pitifull as a greedy hungrie Ly- 
on that roareth after his pꝛap, and as a fierce Dꝛagon, all 
burning with w2ath and bloudy malice: they make ſhew 
of doing god vnto men, onely of a moſt cruell and mur- 
therous purpoſe, euen to dꝛaw men deeper into the pit of 
hell with them. Foz if they can helge the body a litle, it 


is to win both body and ſoule vnto eternai damnation.” 
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here Satan offereth his helpe, it is moꝛe to be feared, 
then where he manikeſtlp impugneth, and ſecketh appa⸗ 
rantly to hurt. 

M. B. But this then is moꝛe ſtraunge, if they do not 
deale by the power cf God, but by the power of the diuell, 
when they dꝛiue out diuels from hurting., how one diuell 
ſhould dꝛiue out another. Dur Sauiour ſaith, that @atan 
doth not dꝛiue out ſatan, foꝛ then his kingdome ſhould be 
deuided and could not ſtand. 

Dan. It is molt certaine that Satan doth not dzine 
out Satan: foꝛ our Sauiour hath ſhewed the reaſon of the 
contrary. One diuell is ready to further the wozke of 
— 2 but in no wiſe to expell oz to hinder one ano- 

er. 

M. B. There is it which maketh me to muſe : we ſee 
the diuell dꝛiuen out, and doth not returne againe, and if 
it be not w2ought by the power of diuels, as vou ſay it 
cannot, then muſt it needs be by the power of God. 

Dan. The diuell is oꝛiuen out, neither by the power 
ok the diuell, noꝛ vet by the power of God, in theſe that are 
healed by cunning men. 

M. B. J like this woꝛſt of all the ſpech which J heard 
pou vtter pet: foꝛ if Satan be not dꝛiuen out neither by 
the power of Satan, no2 by the power of God, what o⸗ 
ther power is there to dꝛiue him out: It pou can ſhew a 
third power to expell him, it is moꝛe then euer J heard of, 

Dan. There needeth not a third power to expell him, 
fo2 he is not dꝛiuen out at all. 

M. B. à told pou befoze , if vou deny that to be, which 
all experience doth ſhew , then is it no reaſoning. There 
be examples in many places, and daily it is ſœne, that 
the diuell is dꝛiuen out of ſome poſleſled, that where he did 
vere and toꝛment men in ther bodies, and in their cattell, 
they haue remedy againſt him. 

Dan. J do not denie but that ſome which are poſſeſled 

and 
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and fo2mented by Satan, haue releaſe ; but yet the diuell 
is not caft foth by thoſe meanes, but ceaſcth withngly 
euen fo eſtabliſh men in errour, and in moſt wicked pꝛo⸗ 
phaning of the name of God, and wo2ſhipPing of himſelf, 
and ſo entreth deeper into them. 

M. B. J beſech you let me heare how that is, that you 
ſay he ceaſeth of his owne accoꝛd. ill he let go his hold 
willingly and ofhis owne acco2d, where he hath it vpon 
any man: Doth he not deſire to do hurt? 

Dan. Ye doeth not let go his hold which he hath vpon 
any man, but indeed taketh faſter hold when he ſ&meth to 
be caſt foth, and doth greater hurt: fo2 tell me whoſe de- 
uiſe is the toniuration: 

M. B. J am out of doubt that coniuration is the deuice 
of the diuell. . 

Dan. Then fell me, hath the diuell deuiſed and taught 
a way to bind himſclfc, oꝛ to caſt foꝛth himſelfe ? 

M. B. That J ſuppoſe he would neuer do. 

Dan, Jndecde if we will imagine that the diuell is be- 
come an old fole; we may thinke he would teach that 
which ſhould bind and caſt foꝛth himſelfe: but the Scrip- 
ture calleth him the old Serpent: he deuiſed and taught 
toniuration, therefoꝛe coniuration doth not caſt him foꝛth. 

Pet he ſeincth to be bound by the coniurer, pea euen by 
the name of God, and by the power of the paſſion of Chꝛiſt. 
The coniurer ſcmeth by the ſame power to dꝛiue him out 
of a man poſſeſled, whoſe bodie he doth vere and tozment. 
And he ceaſeth willingly to toꝛment the bodie, to eſtabliſh 
toniuration, and ſo to dꝛaw men quite from God, euen 
to woꝛſhip aud to follow himſelfe , and ſ&ke all helpes at 
his hands. Euen ſo when men are toꝛmented in their bo⸗ 
dies, oꝛ plagued in their cattell by the diuell, and ſeeke vn⸗ 
to the cunning men and women, following the way that 
they pꝛeſcribe vnto them, t haue caſein their bodies, and 
no mo2e harme among their cattell, Satan doth not giue 


i | OO — 


— 


- — 
—̃ — — 


— 


> 4 OW. 


A Dialogue concernin 


place as foꝛced, but ceaſeth to do thoſe bodily harmes, that 
he may fully win vnto himſelfe both body and ſoule. If 
they ſhould not ſeeme to be expelled, how ſhould men be 
d2awne to ſœkehelpe at their hands Which deale by him: 
how ſhould witches + coniurers be dzawne on moſt ho2- 
ribly to pollute and blaſpheme the gloꝛious name of God? 

M. B. Then} ſe they buy their helpe dere which haue 
it at the hands of theſe cunning men. 

Dan, Pea, what can be bought moꝛe deare, then that 
which is with the loſſe of ſoule and bodp foz euer, by run⸗ 
ning from God after diucls ? 

M. B. What ſhould a man thinke then touching all o⸗ 
ther which deale not with the diuell, and vet haue certame 
wapes to find out witches, and to vnwitch that which 
they haue done: 

Dan. Although they deale not direalp by the diuell, J 
me ane thep haue no familiar ſpirits that ſpeake vnto 
them, vet they deale by diuelliſh deuices, which are alſo 
an abhomination to the Lo2d. Foꝛ all thoſe ſeucrall ſoꝛts 
of witches which the Lo2d rehearſeth, Deut. 18. did not 
deale directly with diuels. Foz ſome were obſeruers of 
times, which had their lucky dapes and their vnlucky 
dapes, and ſo their houres. If they go to buy oꝛ to ell, they 

chuſe their hower to ſet foo2th in. Some dealt by the in⸗ 
trailes of beaſts , and by þ flying of birds, by meeting with 
an Hare, 02 a Fore, and on which hand, and athouſand 
ſuch ltke. Some deale with the ſiue and a paire of heres, 
bling certaine woꝛds : ſome vſe a charme foz the toth⸗. 
ach, another foꝛ the ague, and fo2 ſtopping the bleeding at 
the noſe, alſo their ſpell foz the thefe, and a thouſand ſuch 
like, when butter will not come, when cherſe will not 
runne, noꝛ Ale wozke in the fat: Theſe would ſeeme of all 
others to haue witches in the greateſt deteſtation, and in 
the meane time woꝛke by the diuell themlelues, and may 
be termed witches. 3 


witches and witchcrafts. 


M. B. We doe count them witches which haue their 
ſptrits, we doe not take them to be witches which doe but 
vſe thoſe things which the canning men haue taught. Foz 
they doe not mean to doe any thing by the diuell. Pe thin- 
keth therefoꝛe it is hard to call them witches. 

Dan. Take the name of witchcraft foz all that dealeth 
by the power and deuices of the deuill. No doubt (ome are 
moꝛe hozrible than other of the ſeuerall ſoꝛtes of witches, 
pet the lighteſt of them be abhominations befoze the Lo2d, 
as we are taught, Deut. 18. and the ignoꝛance doeth not 
ercuſe. Foz what though the witch ſuppoſe it is the ſoule of 
Moſes, which appeareth in his Chꝛyſtal, is he not theretoꝛe 
a witch : Your neighbour, whoſe butter would not come, 
which heat aſpitredhoat and th2uff into the creame,vſing 
certaine wozdes, doth thinke ſhe did by the power of God 
fray away the deuill, is ſhe not therefoze a witch, dealing 
with that which the dinel,and not God hath taught? Is the 
not a witch alſo in ſeeking helpe at deuils? They which did 
bur ne the cloaths which their child lap in, to know by the 
burning blacke whether it were be witched, and to bzing 
the witch thither, dealt altogether by the power and dire⸗ 
ction of the deuill, and ſo in ſcratehing, ſoꝛ God bath taught 
no ſuch things, then are they not witches? By whole in⸗ 
ſtrugion, t by whoſe power was the witch fetched home 
at the burning of the haire of the butchers ſonne vou ſpake 
of: Mas not all done by the power of Satan, and by his 
inſtrudion: Are not they then which pꝛadize theſe things 
the Diſciples of witches, t ſo indede very witches? Thoſe 
wbtch haue their charmes, and their night ſpels, what can 
they be but witches? J might recken vp her that dealeth 
with the ſtene and the ſheares, and a number of ſuch trum 
per ies, in all which the moſt holie name of God is pollu⸗ 
ted, and if any thing be done, it is done wholly by the effe- 
cuall wozking of Satan. God hath giuen naturall helps, 
and thoſe we may vſe, as from his hande againſt naturall 
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dileaſes, but things beſides nature he hath not appo inted, 
2 they bee rediculous to dzine a wap deuilles and 
diſeaſes. 

M. B. Now pon ſpeake of naturall things, we ſe there 
be great ſecretes in nature: the Adamant dꝛaweth Jron 
vnto it. And why map there not be ſome fozce in theſe na⸗ 
turall things then 2 

Dan, No doubt there be great ſecrets in natare, which 
the ſkilfull Phyſttians, and naturall Philoſophers do find 
out. As the hanging ol ſome thing about the necke, may 
bane fozce to dziue awap an ague, the wearing of ſome 
thing may haue ſuch vertue to deliuer from the cramp, and 
ſuch like. And from theſe Satan doeth take occaſton to 
bꝛ ing in his trumperies, and curious deuiſes. As becauſe 
there be ſetrets in nature, a ring is curfouſlie framed ac- 
coꝛding to the fignes in the firmament, this is tied to a 
thꝛead, and let downe into a baſen oz cup of water, and wil 
ſhew great things. Becauſe there be ſecretes in nature. a 
hoꝛſho muſt be heat red hot, and then put into a kettle ſc - 
thing vpon the fire to dziue away the witches ſpirit. Allo 
be that hat h his caftlebewitched, burneth ſome liue thing, 
as hogge 02 henne, to dꝛiue out the deuill. Can theſe natu⸗ 
rall thinges expell deuils? Nay, they plap therancke wſt- 
ches, which burneanp thing foz to expell dinels : fo2, hath 
God taught to doe ante ſuch thing: Doe they burne the 
thing ts God, oz is it as a verie burnt ſacrifice to the De⸗ 
uill: In the time of the law burnt ſacrifices were offred to 
God: the deuill among the heathen dꝛewe the like to him⸗ 
ſelf: And now by bis ſleight be doth after ſome ſoꝛt pꝛocure 
the ſame at their hands, which p2ofcClle to be Chꝛiſtians, 
and thus woꝛſhipping him, be ceaſeth from hurting their 
bodies, oz their cattell, as gain{@ a greater matter. 

Ai. B. Il it be ſo (as I am not able to gainſapit) then be 
there multitudes in all places which are guiltie of ſoꝛce⸗ 
tie and witchcraft. Foz J ſ many deals in matters by 
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thebelpe and power of the deuill, which are perſwaded o⸗ 
therwtſe. But J meruaile much at diuers things touching 
the belpe which men haue by deuils.Let vs conferre alittle 
about them. {The dinell doeth know things paſt, e things 
p2eſent, but God onelie doth know what ſhall bee done in 
the time to come. If thele cunning men doe deale with no 
further power, than tbe power of the dinell, how can thep 
t eli ſo right what ſhall come to paſle 2 

Dan. It is pecultar to Cod alone, to know what ſhall 


come to paſſe hereafter, But the Lo2d God hath revealed _—- 


by his Pꝛophetes, and Apoſtles many thinges that after 
ſhould be fulfilled. Satan can giue anere conied ure when 
theſe come to be fulfilled. He is a moſt ſabtill obſeruer of 
thinges, and will geſſe at many: but eſpecially, where he 
bath power giuen him to wozke and tobzing any matter 
abcut,he can and will tell it afozehand. Finally, God in his 
tuſt iudgement giueth him power ts ſeduce the wicked. 

M. B. I pꝛay pou open pour meaning moze fully, 

Dan. Uerp well: Tn which baue van anp doubt. 

M. B. I take it the Deuill geſſeth at things which are 
pꝛophecied, and is a ſharpe obſcruer of cauſes. But pou 
ſaid he telleth what ſhall be where he wozketh that which 
be fozetelletb:giue ſome example foz this. 

Dan. There ncedeth no better example, than that 
which pou tolde of the Churchwardens that went to the 
cunning man, to knowe the theefe which had ſtolen their 
communion cuppe. It may bee (apd, where the cunning 
man bad them go to ſuch a place, ſuch a night, and at ſach 
an howcr, and thither ſhall come he that ſfole the cup, bow 
could the diuell teil, if it were a night o2 two after, that he 
ſhould come to that place, and at that hower ? You muſk 
note what power the diuell hath in the mind ol a theete. De 
ſtirred him vp to ſteale the cup. Oe ſtirred vp the Cburch⸗ 
wardens to ſeeke to the cunning witch. Me nameth the 
place and the time, an when he would moue the 
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heart of the theefe to come: and at the time appointed her 
bꝛingeth him thither, foꝛ be that could moue him to ſteale, 
could alſo by ſecret ſuggeſtion mwue him to goe thither. 
The diuel told that the witch ſhuld come home with ſperd 
that had be witched the butchers ſon: e that bad power in 
her beart to make ber become a witch, did know he ſhould 
haue power to make her with haſte to come home. One ca⸗ 
rieth ſome what which a ſick perſon hath lien in to the cun⸗ 
ning man. He can tell, it ſemeth, by the ſmell of the cloath, 
whether the diuell hath ben in it. ik it ſmeli like his diuel) 
and ſo telleth, the partie is bewitched. Tanke the cloathes 
which the ſicke partie hath lien in, and burne them, if they 
burne blacke, then may pouſee it is ſo, and the witch ſhall 
come in while they be a burning. Now, if the Loꝛd gane 
him power, and be hath ſtriken and tozmented the bodte of 
the ſicke perſon: and if hee haue coloarably ſtirred vp a 
witch to ſend him: is it not an eaſie matter foꝛ him to make 
the fire burne blacke, and to mone the. witch to come at 
that pꝛeſent? Oz if he haue power fo2 to toꝛment, and hath 
ns witch to lend him, his great deſtre being to haue men 
guiltie of innocent blond, is it not as eaſie by the permiſſion 
ol God, which in his tuſt iudgement, glueth him power to 
ſeduce ſuch people as will hearken vnto dinels, fo2 him to 
make the fire burne blacke,o2 at leaſt to ſemeſo to them, 
and to moue ſome froward ſuſpected woman oz other to 
come in, though ſhe be no witch? A thouſand ſuch things 
be wozkethin,and as a cunning iuggler cancompaſſe and 
bꝛing them about. 

M. B. Indeed an innocent perſon may come in at ſuch a 
time: but I haue heard, J cannot tell how true it is, that 
therefoze there is a further thing which they sblerue. And 
that is this, the cunning man biddeth, (et on a poſnet oz 
ſome pan with naples, and ſerth them, and the witch ſhal 
come in while they be in ſeething,and within a fewe dates 
after, her face will be all beſcratched with the naples, And 
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J haue heard that \dme olde woman comming in, her face 
hath indeed been as it were (ſcratched within a few dayes 
after, foꝛ the ſhingles oz ſuch like bzake foꝛth. 

Dan. O the depth of Satans illuſions to make binde 
people become witches, and to deale by him. He doth know 
the coꝛrupted humours in the bodie, which will bzeake out 
into the ſmall pockes, oꝛ ſuch like, and it he can pꝛocure one 
to come in which is euen ready to haue them, what a ſhcw 
doth he make, as if the natles did it: ä 

M. B. This were great ſubtiltte of Satan, 

Dan. Nay, we ace not able to imagine the depth of 
his lleights, neither can we ſee the ſecret fozce, wherewith 
he moueth the minds of ignoꝛant people, and ſob2ingeth 
about his enterpꝛiſes. There doth lie the greateſt cunning 
of Satan. 

MB. Ind ed it ſeemeth ſtrange and vncredible,that the 
diuell ſhould ſo moue the minds ef men, and leade them vn⸗ 
to this thing and that thing, and in the meane time they 
doe not know it, hut thinke they goe againſt the diuell. 
But now J haue er doubt. J confeffe it is an eaſie 
thing fo2 the diuell to tell where a thing is that is loff oz 
ffollen, but what power bath be to heale that which is ſicke 
oz ſoze? Dat of queſtion they be innumerable which re⸗ 
ceiue helpe by going to the cunning men. You ſay he hel- 
peth the bodie that he map deſtroy the ſoule. Me helpeth 
that men map ſeeke vnto him, and ſo ſet him, as it were, in 
the plate ot God. Pe thinketh it ſhould not be in the power 
of dinels foz to helpe. 

Dan. Indeed that is well moued, there lieth a great 
fleight of the diuell in it. Bon ſap that innumerable doe re⸗ 
ceiue help by going vnto cunning men. J warrant pou not 
ſo many as pou are perſwaded, 

N. B. O dery many. There be a number which doe ne- 
uer make it ano bone, bet auſe it is miſliked by ſome 2 

Dan. Vea, and there be many A come home againe 
. 3 
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with a flea in their eare, they receine an anſwere, as good 
as a flim flam. 

M. B. It map be thep come to late, the 8 is oner 
karre ſpent, and if thep had come ſooner, they could haue 
holpen them. 

Dan. Yea, a number of ſuch coſoning anſwers the de⸗ 
nill maketh which ſatiſſie ignoꝛant people, which are rea⸗ 
dy to belœue all that be telleth, and to dance after his pipe. 
Onecommeth to him foz his childe, if be know the diſeaſe 
be deadly, hee will ſay it is bewitched, but ſo farre ſpent, 
that there is no help, the childe will hardlie line two dates : 
the kather commeth home and findeth bis child deade, oz it 
dieth within t wo oz thꝛee dapes after, here the deuill get⸗ 
teth credit. Another is ſicke and grieuoully toꝛmented, hir 
ſendeth: Satan Both ſee (foꝛ heſendeth them) that the diſ⸗ 
eaſe is euen ſpent, and that the cauſe of it begins to fail, and 
ſo that the partie in a few dapes will recouer, here be pꝛe⸗ 
ſcribeth one paltrie oz other, thep vle it, the man is recoue⸗ 
red, and ſo ſhould haue bene without the diuels medicine, 
bat now Satan bath gotten further credite. Another is 
ſicke and languiſheth, bis neighbours tell bim, he may bee 
be witched, it is god to ſend, and then he ſhal know. Oe ſen⸗ 
deth, the diuell doth notknow whether the ſicke man can 
eſcape and reconer, oz not. He ſaith, it is like be is be wit⸗ 
ched: and teacheth what to doe, if there bee any help at all, 
but doubteth, and ſo whether tbe man lime oz die, Satan 
ſaueth his credite whole and ſound. And manp of theſe an⸗ 


lweres he gineth. Againe, we muſt note that mans imagi⸗ 


nation is of great fozce, either to continue a diſeaſe, oz to 
diminiſh and take away ſome diſeaſes. And in this alſo 
Satan deludeth ſome, fo2 his medicine ſemeth to do ſom⸗ 
what when it is but the parties conceit. 

M. B. Theſe bee ſleightes indeede: but mee thinketh 
pou goe farre in the laſt, J do not ſee how a mans conceit 
can heipe bim. Ra 

An. 
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Dan. Imagination is a ffrong thing to hurt, all men 
doe finde, and why ſhould it not then be ſtrong alſo to help, 
when the parties mind is cheared, by belening fully that 

be reteiueth eaſe: 

M. B. But pet it is bard to ſhewe that euer ante ſuch 
ture hath beene wꝛought. 

Dan. It is not hard to ſhew, foz that wbich men doe, it 
is pꝛeſumed the diuell can doe the like. And J haue heard 
of a mery companton that wzonght ſuch a cure. There was 
one in London (as repoꝛt goeth) which was acquainted 
with Feats, Now, this Feats bad a blacke dogge, whome 
be called Bomelius. This partie afterward had a conceit 


that Bomclius was a deuill, and that hee felt him within 


him. He was in heauinefſe, and made his moane to one of 
bis acquaintance, who had a mer ie head, he tolde him, he 
bad a friend could remone Bomelius. Mee bad him pꝛe⸗ 
pare a bzeakfaft, and hee would bꝛing him. Then this was 
the ture, he made him be ſtripped naked and ſtand by a god 
fre, and though he were fatte pnough of himſelfe, baſted 
him all oner witb butter againſt tho fire, and made him 
weare a fleke ſtone next his ſkin vnder his bellie, and the 
man had pꝛeſent remedie, and gaue him after ward greate 
thankes. 

M. B. I know men haue many fooliſh imaginations : 
but though one imagination map dꝛiue out another, which 
is not the caring of any diſeaſe in derd, but of an imaginati⸗ 
on: pet it doth not follo we, that where there is an appa- 
rant ariefe, that a mans conceit can help to cure it. 

Dan. Nes, the conceit doth much, euen where there is 
an apparant diſcaſe. A man fearcth hee is bewitched, it 
troubleth al the powers of his mind, and that diſtempereth 
his bodie, makcth great alterations in it, and bꝛingeth 

ſundꝛie griefes. Now, when his minde is fried from ſach i 
maginations, his bodily griefe which grew from the ſame 
is eaſed. Anda multitude ol Satans cures are but ſuch. 
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M. B. Qap there bee alſo euils which be apparant in 
the bodie, and bee cured, which come not of anie fcare oz 
imagination:ow can theſe becared by any conceit: There 
is great reaſen that ſuch grieles may hee cured indeede by 
quieting the minde, as did growe {rom the diſturbance of 
the ſame. 

Dan. Pea, and that falleth out ſometimes in grieics of 
the bodp, which docth not growe from imagination, but 
ſrom ſome other paſſions. As J can giue you an cxample, 
which is wꝛit ten and repoꝛted bya very reuerend learned 
Phyſitian. The cure was done by a lewde coſening knaue 
in Germante. A woman had bleare eies that were water p. 
Che knaue lodging there, pzomiſcd fo2 certaintie that bee 
would heale them: he did hang a little wzit ing about her 
necke, charging ſtrid ly, that it ſhould not bee taken from 
thence,noz read, noꝛ opened: foꝛ if any of theſe were done, 
ſhe could haue no helpe at all by it. The woman had ſuch 
à confidence in the thing, and was lo merrie and glad, that 
ſhe left werping ( foꝛ her often weeping and teares had ſpoi⸗ 
led her epes) and ſo by little and little, the mopſture ſtap⸗ 
ed, and her eyes were whole. It fell out that ſhee loſt the 
wꝛiting, whereat ſhe was in ſuch gricfe and ſoꝛrowe, and 
weeping, that her eyes were ſoꝛe againe. Another found 
the wꝛiting, opened it, and read it. It was witten in the 
Germane tongue, to this effec tranſlated into Engliſh: 
The diuell plucke out thine eyes, and fill their holes wich 


his dung. Nas not this, thinke pou, a pꝛoper ſalue foz to 


cure her eyes 2 Tf this medicine had taken eſted, her epes 
ſhould not haue bin healed, but plucked quite out. We map 
not think but that Satan hath mo couſening tricks then al 
men in the wo21ld, fo2 men are but bis ſchollers. Againe, 
where men falle, he can wozke ſomewhat in the affections 
of the parties mindes. And pou ſhall heare them ſay, when 
any charme is vſed, you mult belecue it will helpe,o2 cls it 
Will do pou no god at all. Thus if it were well ſeene into, 

the 


witches and witchcrafts. 


the greateſt part of pour innumerable cares, come to ve 
mere couſonages. 

M. B. Well, let all this be true as pou haue ſapd: yet 
there be many things wherein the diuels doe heipe. WUhbat 
ſap vou to the bop which healed within few daies alter 
be had ſcratched the witch, wheras his ſozes were melt 
grieuous befoze,and could not be cured 2 What ſap pon to 
that wbich they doe, when butter will not come, oz when 
dzink will not wozke inthe fat? What ſap pon to the bur - 
ning of ſome line thing, as hogge 02 henne, and the harme 
ceaſſing 2 And finally,what ſay pou to the helping of them 
where the diuell is, and doth tozment their bodies: 

Dan. All theſe are anſwered in few wozds, that where 
be hath pawer to hurt either man oz beaſt, dꝛink oz butter, 
behelpetb only by giuing place, and ceaſing to hurt, which 
as I ſhewed you befoze,he doth moſt willingly to bʒing to 
paſſe, that men map ſeke to him, become euen very wit⸗ 
ches. M a man be vexed t toʒmented by a diuel, t men ſœke 
by faſting + pꝛaier to caſt him fozth,cuen inſtantly intrea⸗ 
ting the Loꝛd, then he goeth out with much adoe, vnwil⸗ 
lingly,as ouercome t expelled by the power of God. But 
when he hurtetb, as you (ap be did the butchers ſonne, and 
they ſeeke to him, and will follow his pꝛeſcriptions, as to 
dꝛaw bloud of the witch, he goeth out willingly, J meane 
he ceaſeth from hurting the bodie: foꝛ he goeth not out in⸗ 
der de, but rather goeth further in, and ſeateth himſelfe der⸗ 
per in the ſoule. And ſo is it in all the reſt. How gladly wil 
he ceaſe to hurt the hennes, ſo that to pleaſe him, a henne 
map be burnt aliue ? his helping is no moze but a ceaſting 
from doing harme, il he had power giuen him to hurt. 

Sam. This is a ſtrange thing if it be ſo. There be thon- 
ſands in the land deceiued. The woman at R. H. by repoꝛt 
bath ſome werke fourt ie come vnto her, and many of thein 
not of the meaner ſozt. But J doe but hinder, J p2ay you 
goe oz ward. i 
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Dan. The diuell can deccine thonſand thouſands, and 
euen the wiſeſt of this wozld : foꝛ when they will not be 
taught of Cod, but deſpiſe his dodrine, then are they (nffly 
giuen ouer to be the diſciples of the digell. 

M. B. If there be (ſuch deceit in all thcſe things, and 
that the witches do not kill noz hurt, but the diuell crafti- 
iy ſeemeth to kill and to hurt when the diſeaſes be natural, 
aud maketh the witch belcene that bee hath done all at her 
requeſt.Oꝛ where God hath giuen him power, he ſtirreth 
ber vp to ſend him, as if either he could not, oꝛ would not 
meddle, vnles be had been ſent. Seeing all lieth vpon Sa⸗ 
tan, it ſhould ſeeme, there is no reaſon that witches ſhould 
be put to death: but the Scripture doth commaund they 
Could be put to death. 

Dan. The holp Scriptures doe command that witches 
Could be put to death: therein pon (ap right: but if you 
did take it, that the woꝛd of God commaundeth they ſhalt 
not be ſuffered to liue, becauſe they kill men and beats, oꝛ 
becauſe they ſend their ſpirits which polſefle men, and toꝛ⸗ 
ment their badies,you are much deceiued. Foz pan ſhatne- 
uer finde, of all that haue ben toꝛmented and plagued bp 
enill Spirits, that the holte Ghoſt layeth it vpon witches. 
The cauſes why thep ſhonld be put to death are, that they 
haue familtaritie with diuels, which are the blaſphemous 
enemies of God: and that they ſeduce the people into er⸗ 
rour, to runne after diuels, and diueliſh pꝛad iſes, and that 


they haue ſuch wicked mindes. Although tbep neuer mind 


to kill oꝛ to hurt anv, but to doe them good, as they ima⸗ 
gine ; pet if thep deale with Diuels they ought to dye 
92 if. 

M. B. Chen you take it. that theſe cunning men and 
women, vnto whom fo many runne fo2 belpe, which are 
thonght to do verp much good, and no hurt at all,ought to 
be roted out, and deftroped, Let vs know what ſcripture 
there is foz it. 

Dan. 


witches and witchcrafts. 


Dan. Pea, ot all other they ought to dye, becauſe they 
doe the greateſt harme. Other witches that haue Spirits 
are thought to doe harme, becauſe the diuell at p appoint⸗ 
ment of God doth harme, and he heareth in hand hee doth 
it at the requeſt ot the witch: but theſe that ſeeme to doe 
god, doe harme inderd, and that many waies, as euer one 
that light in him, map eaſtly ſee. And foz the Scriptures 
which ſhew that they ought to dye, reade firſt in the 2 2. 
chapter of Exed.ver/.18.and there it is ſaid, Thou ſhalc not 
ſuffer a witch to liue. 

M. B. That place we take to be meant of theſe witches 
which ſend their ſpirits to doe harme: the other be not cal⸗ 
led witches. 

Dan. It is that witch that is there commanded fo bee 
put to death, that is called Mecaſshephab : ſuch were they 
and ſo called, which befoze Pharaoh did withſtand Moſes, 
and made in ſhew rods turned into Serpents. So that in 
one kinde the Loꝛd doth include all ſuch as wozke bp the 
diuell. Foz there be diners other ſozts named in Deut. 18. 
and they be all called an abomination to the Loꝛd: and no 
abomination is to bee ſuffered to remaine among the 
Loꝛds people. Alſo in the ſame place, when bee ſaith, Let 
there not be found in thee any ſach oz ſuch, as he there rec- 
konethb them vp: It is not alone to will that none ſhould 
pzaciſe ſuch things, but alſo that they ſhould be rooted 
out. 

M. B. I muſt nœdes agree vnto that which the wozd 
of God doth ſet downe. But this is the hardeſt matter of 
all, how thep ſhall be conuſcted. 

Dan. Mp doe pou take it to-bee the hardeſt matter, 
how a witch ſhall be conu{tedzhow is a thet᷑ oʒ a murthe⸗ 
rer conuicted but by pz ofe 2 If there be vebement ſuſpt- 
tion, and the partie vpon examination confelle the fac, that 
is a ſufficient pꝛooſe. It the partie doe denie, and t wo 02 
thꝛer of credit doe teſtiſie vpon 1 knowledge with a ſo⸗ 
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A Dialogue concerning 


lemne oath, tyat be is gultte of the fad, that is alla a ſuff(- 
tient pzofe. And touching this, God commanded bp Mo- 
les, that none ſhould dye, vnleſle the matter were pꝛooued 
againſt them by two witneſſes at the leall, Deutronom. 19. 
verſ. I 5. 

M. B. J graunt, it the partie doe demie, and eſpeciallp, 
ik the matter touch life, that there ought by the woꝛd of 
God to be due pzoofe by two witneſſes at the leaſt. This 
map be foz murtherers, this map be fo2 theenes : but foz 
witcves J ſæ not how. Thep deale ſo ſecretly with their 
ſpirits, that very ſeldome thep can be conuinced by flat te⸗ 
ſtimoaſcs ot men, as to ſap directly they haue heard oz ſen 
them ſend their ſpirits. And againe, it is a rare thing to 
haue a witch confeſſe. Foz it is generally thought the dinel 
— _ power ouer them, that he will not ſuffer them to 
confeſſe. 

Dan. O then J perceiue whp pon account it the hardeſt 
matter of alli to conuia a witch,if both teſtimony and con⸗ 
keſlion doe faile: but what would pou haue further? 

M. B. A haue ben ofthis opinion, that if there were 
any likelthood, and ſuſpition, and common fame, tbat it 
was euen pꝛoofe enough, and the beſt deede that could be 
— foz to hang them vp, and ſo to ridde the countrep of 

em. 

Dan. Then you thought that their Spirits were han- 
ged with them, and ſo the countrie being 1 id of the witches 
— their ſpirits, mens bodies and their cattell ſhould bee 

afe. 

M. B. J had a little moꝛe wit thento thinke ſo : but in 
truth it was but a little moze. Foꝛ A thought if al the wit- 
ches were hanged, that then their ſpirits ſhould not hane 
any to hire them,noz to ſend them to hurt either man oz 
beafk : but J ſee mine obone follte , and that onely God gi⸗ 
neth the power vnto the diuels to afflic and trie the godly, 
and to vexe, toꝛment, and plague the wicked, and that — 


witches and witchcrafte, 


ſhall do this, though al the witches in the woꝛld were ban- 
ged. _ they neede none to cheriſh them, oz to ſet them 
a wozke, 

Dan. But did pon not feare if all ſaſpected ſhould be 
hanged, then ſome guiltles perſons might be put to death + 
As pon ſee manp that haue been executed as witches, haue 
taken it vpon their death tbat they were innocent. 

M. B. I will tell pou mp thought touching that poynt, 
which was thts. The witches raiſe tempeſtes, and hurt 
cozne and fruites vpon the tres, the witches bzing the pe⸗ 
ſtilence among men, and murraine among cattell: the wit- 


ches ſend their ſpirits and make men lame, kill their chil⸗ 


dzen and their cattell: their ſpirits cannot be taken hade 
ot, noꝛ kept out with dozes and wals as thenes and mur⸗ 
therers, but come in when they be ſent, and doe ſo many 
harmes: foz this cauſe I thought it a marucilous good 
wozke to put all ſuſpected to death, though ſome of them 
were innocent, that ſo ſure woꝛke might ber made to haue 
not one let. 
Dan. Did pou not thinke it a fearefull thing to ſhead 

innocent bloud? 
M. B. Dea, but I thought it much better that ſome 

ſhould bie put to death w2ongfully, then to leaue any one 
witch, which might kill and deſtroy many. 


Dan. Then I perceiue that this was the reaſon which 


did perl wade pon, that it was very good to put all to death 
that were ſuſpected (although it might fall out that ſome 


of them were innocent) to auopde greater inconuenience, 


and that is, il ſome few witches ſhould eſcape, which might 
plague and kill many. Better a few ſhould be put wꝛong⸗ 
fully to death, then many ſhould be tozmented and killed, 
oz lamed by the diuels. But are pou ſtill of that mind 2 
N. B. Ao verily. Foz you haue put me in minde that tbe 
wicked Spirits receiue their power to plague both men 
and beaſts, oniy from God. They mg about, they watch 
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A Dialogue concerning 


when and where hee will giue them leaue to touch, where 
God will trie the fatth and patience of the (uſt b phim, as 
he did in Iob, he ſendeth him, if he will be ſent by a — 
is but vnder a colour, ſhee giueth bim not the power, hes 
would touch though ſhe were not. Where God wil ſkrike 
and plague the wicked by him, be giueth him leaue, it is 
not the anger ofthe witch that bzingeth it, but their owne 
wickednes, whereby they haue pꝛeuoked God to diſplea⸗ 
ſure, and ſo giue this enemp power ouer them. 

Dan. Then ſo long as theſe two thinges ſtand, that 
God by Satan will alflick in ſome ſozt and trie his ch(l- 
dꝛen (as pou alleage hee did Iob) and that bee will vſe him 
as his executioner, to plague and tozment the wicked, as 
be ſent an euill ſpirite to vere king Saule: ſo long the 
harmes done by wicked ſpirites ſhall not ceaſe, although 
all the witches and coniurers in the wozlde were han-s 
ged vp-Looke then to the cauſes, if wee will remoone the 
effects. As it thoufeare God, and Satan affiic thee, ſtand 
faſt in faith and patience, and waite bpon God foz thp deli⸗ 
nerance. It thou endure temptation, thou art bleſſed, and 
ſhalt be crowned. Tam. 1. ver. 12. If thy ſinnes haue pꝛouo⸗ 
ked God, and the enemie doth touch thy body oz thy goods, 
fall downe and humble thy ſelfe with faſting and pꝛaper, 
intreate the Lozd to turne away his diſpleaſure :lokenot 
bpon the witch, lay not the cauſe where it is not, ſeeke not 
belp at the hands of deuils, be not a diſciple of witches.to 
commit thinges abhominable, by polluting the name of 
God, andhonouring Satan, noz thirſt not after the blod 
which is innocent, as it falleth out in manp. 

M. B. J doe aſſent vnto al this: and ſurelp it is a great 
fault to ſhead innocent blood. 

Dan. Wee maylearne in the holie ſcriptures, that che 
heading of innocent blood is a verie hozrible thing in the 
cies of almightie God: and a very grievous thing it is to 
baue a land polluted with innocent blod: and that is one 


ſpectall 


witches and witchcrafts. 


ſpecfallcauſe why Satan dealetb by witches: foꝛ he labou⸗ 
reth to wap in many gullttefle perſons vpon ſuſpitions, 
be ſuggeſteth by his helping witches, that there be ma- 
ny hurting witches in all townes, and villages, that ſo he 
map let the multitude in a rage, and to ſuſpect vpon euery 
likelihood that hee can deuiſe oz make ſhew of. And thus 
whole Juries muſt become guiltie of innocent bloud, by 
condemning as gulltie, and that vpon their ſolemne oath, 
ſuch as be ſuſpected vpon vatne ſurmiſes and tmaginati⸗ 
ons, and illuſtons, riſing from blindnes and infidelitie,and 
feare of Satan which is in the ignozant ſozt. 


M. B. It᷑ pou take it, that this is one craft of Satan, to 


bzing manp to be gulltie of innocent bloud,and enen vp⸗ 
on their oathcs, which is hozrible, what would pouhane 
the Judges and Juriestodoe, when any are arraigned of 
ſuſpition to be witches: 

Dan. What would J haue them doe? J would wiſh 
them to bee moſt warie and circumſpect that they bee not 
guiltie of innocent blond. And that is, t condemne none 


but vpon ſure ground, and infallible pꝛoofe, becauſe pze- 


ſumptions ſhall not warrant oz excuſe them befoze God if 
guiltleſſe bloud be ſhed, 

M. B. It falleth out ſometimes when a theefe is ar 
raigned, oz a murtherer, that dire enidence faileth, and 
pet ſuch circumſtances are bought, as doe euen enfo;ce 
the Jurie in their conſcience to finde them guiltie: It ſee- 
meth that this holdeth chiefly about witches, becauſe their 
dealing is cloſe and ſecret, and it is alſo thought that the 
diuell bath ſo great power oucr them, that he will not ſul⸗ 
fer them to confeſſe. 

Dan. You bzing t wo reaſons to pꝛooue that in conuic⸗ 
ting witches, likelihods and pꝛeſumptions ougbt to be of 
koꝛce moꝛe then about thecues 62 murtherers. The firſt, 
becauſe their dealing is ſecret: the other, becauſe the diuell 
will not let them confelle, _ men imagining that 
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A Dialogue concerning 
witches doe wozke ſtrange miſchtefes, burne in deſire fo 
h aue them hanged,as hoping then to be fre, and then vpõ 
ſuch perſwaſtons as pou mention, they ſuppoſe it is a verie 
good wozke to put to death all which are ſuſpected. But 
touching thenes and murtherers let men take h&ede how 
they deale vpon pꝛeſumptions, vnles thep be very fkrong: 
fo2 we ſee that Juries ſometimes doe condemne ſuch as be 
guiltlefſe, wbicb is an hard thing, eſpecially being vpon 
their oath. And in witches abone all other. the pzofes had 
need to be ſtrong, becauſe there is greater ſleight of Satan 
to purſue the guiltles vnto death, than in the other. Here 


is ſpeciall care and wiſdome to be vſed. And ſo ltkewile foz 


their confeſſing, Satan doth gaine moze by their confeſl(- 
on, than by their deniall, and therefoze rather bewzayeth 
them htmlelfe, and fozceth them to confeſſion, oftner than 
vnto dentall. 

M. B. Theſe things are beyond mp reach, I cannot 
conteiue of them. A pꝛay you open it ſo as that I map per⸗ 
cetne your meaning, and ſee ſome ground of reaſon foz that 
which pou ſhall affirme. | 

Dan. Then ts it requiſite to ſtand vpon them moze at 
large. And let vs begin with the latter, 

M. B. If pou goe firſt to the latter, then ſhew ſome rea⸗ 
ſon oz experience that Satan bewꝛapeth the witches, and 
dꝛaweth them fo confeſſe, t to diſcloſe themſelues, rather 
then to conceale and hide their doings. A can tell pou this 
befoꝛe hand, that the common opinion is otherwiſe, which 
ſeemeth to be grounded both vpon reaſon and experience. 

Dan. J know the common opinion is as pou ſap: But 
J do much marueile at it, ſceing reaſon and experience doe 
p2wue the contrarie, as J will ſhew. As firſt, touch ing rea⸗ 
ſon, you will graunt, that the dinels dealing altogether by 
eight and ſubtilttes, do that which doth moſt further their 
purpoſes and deſires. 5 

M. B. That is the verie reaſon why the Dinell would 
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by no meanes haus the witches bew2aped,as it is thought, 
becauſe he would lurke ſecretly to doe miſchieke. 

Dan. Indeed it were a good reaſon to pꝛoueſthat part, 
i Satan receiued his power from the witch, 62 could doe 
nothing but by her ſending, 02 needed to bee harboured by 
ber, oꝛ had no minde to meddle, but as it were hired to ſa⸗ 
tiſfie her wꝛath. But ſee ing all theſe be abſurd, and he vſeth 
the witch and coniurer but vnder a colour fo bꝛing in fur⸗ 
ther enils, it muſt needes follo we, that the diſcloſing is fit- 
ter fo; bis purpoſe, than the keeping ſecret : foz if they 

ſhould be kept ſecrete, bow ſhould he make men think that 
be doth ſo many harmes at the requeſt of the witch: howe 
ſhould he dzawe ſo manp to runne after deuils,to ſeek help 
at their bandes? how thould he pꝛocure ſo many to vſe wic⸗ 
ked and blaſphemous charms and ſo:cerics, and in ſo hoz- 
rible maner to abuſe the bleſſed name ol God, and his moſt 
ſacred woꝛd? ©; how ſhould he dꝛaw the people into ma⸗ 
nifold ert ours, and to thirſt cuen in rage after innocent 
blood? All theſe and a number ſuch like hee pꝛocureth and 
furthereth, by diſcloſtug witches. 

M. B. But how ſhall this reaſon be confirmed by ex⸗ 
perience: No doubt in ſhew he is loath to haue his Dame 
(as ſome ſpeake) diſcloſed. 

Dan. Pou ſap well, that in ſhew he is loath to haue the 
witch bew2aped: foz indeede it is onely in ſhew, ſ&ing he 
would make her and others alſo beleene,enen when he doth 
be wꝛay her by one meanes 02 other, that it is ſoꝛe againſt 
his liking. l 

M. B. J pꝛap vou make that euident. 

Dan. When one feleth himſelfe plagued anp wap, and 
docth take it to bee by Satan, admit it be ſo: he goeth to a 
cunning man, and he ſheweth him ina glaſſe, oz in aChzr- 
ſtall the ſhape of the witch. Mho now bewꝛapeth her?. 

M. B. That is tbe cunning mans ſpirite which be⸗ 
wzapeth her, and not her ſpirit 9 ſhe dealeth withall. 
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A Dialogue concerning 


Dan. Pon are not ſure of that : fox it may bee the ſame 
deulll that ſhe dealeth withall, that reſembleth her in the 


glaſſe:none can doe it better, 


M. B. J doe not thinke that hee departeth away from 
ber. | 

Dan. Pea, but you muſt remember that ſhe which dea- 
leth with a ſyirit, dealeth not with a demill, but with deut's; 
foz manic doe iopn together. When one of them departeth 
and carieth the matter to the cunning man, they do not all 
depart, But what if it be as vou ſaid, that ſom other ſpirits 
do bewꝛap, doe you thinke he doeth it againſt the liking of 
the witches ſpirite? Ts Satan deuided againſt Satan 2 
Till Satan bewzap Satan to his hindzance? Remember 
what our Saulour hath taught touching that. 

M. B. Then if it be ſo, doe pou not take it a ſufficient 
gꝛoofe againſt a witch, euen foꝛ a Turie to finde guilty vp⸗ 
on their eath, if a cunning man bp bis ſpirite do bewzay 
anie. | 

Dan. It is the moſt inſufficient pꝛooſe that can be, foz 
although he doe tell true in bew2aping manp, as their own 
cõfcſſions do witnes: yet he doeth it of an euill purpoſe, he 


is a lper: and the fatherof lies, he deſireth chieflp to accuſe 


the innocent, that he map bꝛing men to bee guiltp of inno⸗ 
cent blood, to make the people beleene there be multitudes 
of witches, to ſet them a woꝛke to learne charmes and ſoꝛ⸗ 
ceties, and chiefly, that they map be bꝛought to ſeeke vnto 
him, as the bewzaycr euen in pitie, of fuch bad people. 
Now, becaulc he craftilp be wzapctò ſome, to get credite, 
ſhall mens verdi bp oath, enen bnto blond, be grounded 
vpon his teſkitiony {2 If a deuill ſhould come in vnto a Trr- 
rie, and ſap the partie about whom pou enquire is a witch, 
(han!d they bel ue him, oꝛ wold they ſap let him be ſwoꝛn, 
and witneſſe vpd his oath? If not, why ſhould they bel ue 
that which he hath ſpoken fo the cunning man 
M. B. Surely J am out of doubt hee doth all in craft 
| vnto 
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vnto a moſt bad purpoſe, and that no credit ought to bee 
giuen vnto his teſtimonp when it is voluntarp.15ut what 
ſap you to his teſtunonie, when he is euen charged and foꝛ⸗ 


ted in the name and power of God to tell the trueth: It ſæ⸗ 


meth then he would conceale, but cannot. 

Dan, The coniurer which ſuppoleth that hee doeth 
bind by the name and power of God to tellhim the trueth, 
is vtterlie deluded. Foz he is not bound, but is glad that 


the moſt gloꝛious name of God is ſo hoꝛzriblie abaſed, and 


that hee can dꝛawe men into ſuch a gulfe of all abhomina⸗ 
tion. 
M. B. Nay, J doe not meane the conturer, but when 
ſuch as be godlie go about to caſt him foozth by pꝛaper. 
Dan. This J take to bee pour meaning, a man 
oꝛ a woman is poſſeſſed with a Deuill, put caſe it bee ſo 
indedde (to diſtinguiſh them from ſo many counterfaits, as 
haue bene) and men aſſemble together where the poſſeſſed 
is, and cald vpon God, and then charge Satan in the name 
of Chꝛiſt to tell how hee came there and who ſent him. 
M. B. T meane fo indede. And ſome being pollefſed, 
the deuill being charged to tell who ſent him, be hath con- 
keſled, that ſuch a man did conlure him in thuher, oꝛ ſuch a 
Witch did ſend hum. Shall not this be of fozce to conutnce? 
Dan. When any is poſſeſſed by the fiend, mens com⸗ 
paſſion, their lone and pitp arc to be ſhe wed, euen to helpe 
bat they can in ſuch a diſtreſſe. Thep ought with all ins 
Cant ſuit to intreat the Loꝛd to ſhe w mercv, and to expell 
him. The docrin of the holpſcriptures doth warrant this; 
but fo: men to tale and queſtion with him, J ſ& no war- 
rant at all by Gods wozd, much lee to commaund and 
adiute him to depart. He is the KL 020s executioner, he hath 
ſent him, wer map intreat the Lozd toremone him, but 
what authoꝛitv haue we to command him to depart, where 
Sod bath ſent bim? | 
M. B. Men haue no authozity, I grant, but they com⸗ 
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mand and adiure him in the name and power ofthe Lozd, 
koz to depart. 

Dan. That J take ought not to be, fo2 mark this com- 
pariſon: the Bꝛince is diſpleaſcd with a ſubiect foꝛ ſome 
diſlopaltie: An Officer is ſent from the Pꝛince to attach 
and impꝛiſon him: ſhall hee oꝛ any other charge this Otki⸗ 


ter in the Pꝛinces name to let him alone, and not to med⸗ 


dle: Is not their wap only to paciſie the Pꝛince, and ſo the 
Pꝛince wil command the Officer to teaſe? Euen ſo, where 
Sod ſendeth Satan his erecutioner, the only wap is ts in-; 
treat the Lozd to be pacified, foz then Hall the tozmentoz 
no longer remaine. 

M. B. Howe doeth this which you ſpeake agree with 
that which we read in the As of the Apoſtles, how ſainte 


VDaule commaundcd the deuill to come out of a Papde at 
Philippos ? 


Dan. Zhe holy Apoſtles and others in the Pꝛimitiue 

Church, had an ertraozdinary power giuen them to caſte 
foo2th diuels, and to heale diſcaſes, and they did execute the 
ſame po wer by the direction and inſtind of the holy Ghoſt, 
Ne map not dꝛawa patterne from that. 

M. B. Ve ſa that deuils are ſomettmes expelled. 

Dan. Thep are when the Loꝛd is intreated, other wile 
they bat ſœme to be bound by adiuration and expelled. But 
how can it be pꝛooued, that the father of lies may be bound, 
and foꝛced thzough charge and adiaration in the name 
and power of God to tell the trueth? And what warraut 
haue wee to learne any trueth from his mouth? As to ſay, 
we command the in the name of Sod, that thon tel vs who 
ſcent thee, Who ſent ther: who ſent thee? Bother Ioan, Mo⸗ 
ther Ioan, ſaith de: Alſo we command thee to tell vs, who 


ſent thee. L. B. confured me in hither (ſaith hee) hall wee 


tbinke he docty this euen compelled: Oz ſhall we ground 
vpon it fo; certaintie, that he telleth no lie 


M. B. The deull in a partie poſſeſſed hath ſaid, ſuch a 


nian 
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man contured me fn hither. The conturer hath beene put 
to death foz it, and hath conieſſed ſo mach. The diuell in an 
other hath ſaid, ſuch a woman ſent me;it hath like wiſe bin 
confeſſed by the woman. 

Dan. All this maketh 02 that which J affirme. The 
L 02d giueth him power to poſſefſe a man. He vnder a co⸗ 
lour will be ſent by a coniurer, oz by a witch: and the one 
thinketh the deutll entreth at her Mmtreaty;the other ſuppo⸗ 
ſeth he doeth euen bind him thereto, whereas he ruleth both 
their mindes, and ſetteth them a wozke, Then doeth hee 
willingly bewꝛap them, cacn for manp ſubtill purpoſes: 
bat chiefly, that he may eſtabliſh conturations, witchcrafts 
and charmes, that hee map be ſought vnto, that he map ſet 
the people a woꝛke in their calamities to be troubled about 
witches and conturcrs, as though thep could plague, and 
neuer lsoke to God, and that bewzaving ſome witches and 
coniurers, hee may winne credite, and bee belecued, euen 
when he accuſeth falſlie, that he map bzing innocent dlod 
vpon the land. Let all men take heed how vpon their oath 
they giue a verdid, eſpecially touching life, vpon his wozd, 
howſoeuer he ſeme to be fozced thereunto:al is moſt de pe 
craft and ſubtiltp in him. 

Sam. J pꝛap pou giue me leaue to ſpeake a little. Yon 
ſap the diuel willinglie bewzapeth witches and coniurers, 
and that faz many ſubtill purpoſes. I haue heard of diuers 
things done of late which ſeme quite contrarie, and that 
he taketh it grienouſly when they doe confcfſe and bewzap 
matters. 

Dan. Hee will ſeme to take it in euill part, but let bs 
beare the matters, and pon ſhall ſ& plaſnely that hee iug⸗ 
gleth, and maketh ſhewe of that which is contrary to his 
pꝛadiſe. 

Sam. Mell, I baue beg very credtbly,that a woman 
of late, ſulpeded another woman to be a witch, + that ſhe 
bad hurt her ſome wap, She pꝛocured a gentlemaͤn to ſend 
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foz the partie ſuſpected, and charging her in his pzeſcnce, 
ſhe lcftber tothe Gentleman, who taking ber aſide, and 
walking alone with her, began to admoniſh and perſwade 
her to renounce the dinell x to foʒſake ſuch wicked wates : 
While be was thus perſwading, and ſhe denping ſtillp 
that ſhe was any ſuch wom in, ſuddenly there appeared 
ſome diſtance from them, a Weaſill oꝛ Lobſterre looking 
euen vpon them. Looke(ſaid the Gentleman )ponder ſame 
is thp ſpirit. ah maſter (ſaid ſhe) that is a vermine, there 
be many of them cuery where. Mell, as they wet towards 
it, it was vaniſhed out cf ſight : by and by it appeared a⸗ 
gaine, and looked vpon them. Surely (ſatd the Sentle- 
man) it is thy ſpirit : but ſhe ſtill dented, and with that her 
mouth was dꝛa wne awzie. Then her pꝛeſſed her further, 
and ſhe conleſſed all. She conſeſſed ſhe had hurt and kil- 
led by ſending ber ſpirit. Che Gentleman being na Tu⸗ 
ſkice, let her goe home, and did minde to open the matter 
vnto ſome Juſtice. When ſhe was come home, another 
witch meeteth her, and laith: Ah thou beaſt, what baft thou 
done: thou haſt bewꝛaped vs all. What remedienow(ſaid 
ſhe:) Mhat remedy, ſaid the other 2 ſend thy ſpirit x touch 
him: ſhe ſent her ſpirit, and of a ſuddainc the Gentleman 
bad as it were a flaſh of fire about him: he lifted vp his hart 
to God, and felt no hut t. The Spirit returneth, and tolde 


he could not hurt him becauſe he had faith: what then, ſaid 


the other witch, hath he nothing that thou maiſt touch: he 
hath a childe, ſaid the other. Send thy Spirit, ſaid (hc, and 
touch the child: ſhe ſent ber ſpirit, the childe was in great 
paine and died. The witches were hanged and cenkeſſed. 

Dan. What is the chiefc thing which pou allcadge 
this foz: 

Sam. To ſhew how vnwilling the diucll was that ihe 
witch ſhould conicſle c be wꝛap things. No doubt it ſhould 
ſeeme, that when the Gentleman was talking with her, he 
appeared to call hex awap,fo2 feare leaſt ſhe ſhould cofeſſe; 

and 
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and when ſhe would not come awap, be dꝛew her mouth a⸗ 
w2y: and when ſhe had confeſſed, the diuel complalned vn⸗ 
to the other witch, and made her chide ber. 

Dan. The thing is as cle&ere as may be, that he willing⸗ 
lie bewꝛaped them: and will pon imagine the contrarie $ 
Wh did he appcare in a likeneſſe, but euen to enfoꝛce her 
foz to confeſle, both by abaſhing, and giuing the Gentle⸗ 
man euident notice,eſpecially, when he dzew hex mouth a⸗ 
wꝛie: And why did he ſet on the other witch to Mwne her 
that had confeſſed to ſend her ſpirit, but that he would haue 
the matter moꝛe open, and bzing them both to light? 

Sam. What ſhould moue hun to be wꝛap the witches? 
what could he gaine by it + 
Dan. Nay, what almoſt doth he not gaine by it? Now 
all the countrie rings of the matter. As ifthe witches (cf 
on their ſpirits to lame and to kill: and that they doe not 
meddle,but ſent by them. He did know what power he had 
from God to afflict any: he will deale by witches: be ma- 
keth others afraide of them, that ſo they may accnſe them. 
He findeth meanes to haue all diſcloſed. He moucth the 
witches toſeud him againſt the gentleman : he knoweth 
what he can doe: he returneth and ſaith there is faith: As 
though God did not giue him power ſometimes to affiict 
thefaithfall: Oꝛ as ſt he could touch all that bane no faith 
It᷑ he could, the greateſt part of the woꝛld ſhould be deſtrol⸗ 
e by him. Fo2 they be very few in the woꝛld in compariſon 
which haue the true faith, Thẽ muſt he be ſent to the child 
that hath no faith: doth not the faith of the parents holde 
Gods p2otection ouer their infants as oucr themſelues? 
Vere ts Satans cratt:either hee did know by things bꝛee⸗ 
ding in the bodie of the child that it would at ſuch time fall 
ficke and die: and he would be taken to be the kilier cf the 
child, to beare in hand that he bath ſuch power and will doe 
when hee is requeſted. Oꝛ els he had power giuen him of 
God, and would bzing it about this wap. J: hee did ſtrike 
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the child, do pou imagine he doth it at her pleaſure 2 Oz doe 
pou thinke be would neuer haue thought of any ſuch thing. 
but moued by her? Doe not ali the armies of diuels goe as 
bout cotinually,ſeking whom they map deuour: Do they 
not waite where God wil giue them power to ſtrikes Shal 
we ſtill be ſo ſimple as to thinke that women neede to hire 
oz to intreat them to doe harme: Loke vnto God, foz thoſe 
wicked ſpirits plap all parts in the play, and delude both 
the witches and otbers. | 
Sam. J will tell vou another thing which was done of 
late. A woman being ſuſpected to be a witch, and to haue 
done ſome hurt among cattell, was examined, and conkel⸗ 
ſed indeed, that ſhe had aſpirit which did abide in a hollow 
tree, where there was an hole, out of which her ſpake vnto 
her. And eucr when the was offended with any, ſhe went 
to that træ, and ſent him to kill tbeir cattell. She was per⸗ 
ſwaded to confeſſe her fault openly, and to pꝛomiſe that ſhe 
4.would vtterly fo2ſake ſuch vngodly wates : after ſhe had 
made this open confeſſion, the ſpirit came vnto her being 
alone. Ah, ſaid he, thou haſt confeſſed and bew3ayed all, J 
could teme it to rend thee in pXces: with that ſhe was a⸗ 
kraio, and wound awap, and got her into companie. Mith⸗ 
in ſome few werkes alter, ſhe fell ont greatly into anger a- 
gainſt one man. Towards the tree che goelh, and befoꝛe ſhe 
came at it, Ah, (aid the ſpiłit, wherefoze commeſt thou: 
who hath angred the 2 Such a man, ſaid the witch. And 
what wouldeſt thou haue me doe. ſaid the ſpirit + Þe bath 
(ſaith the ) two hoꝛſes going yonder, touch them, oꝛ one of 
them. Well, J think euen that night one of the hozſes died, 
and the other was little better. Indeed they recouered that 
one again which was not dead, but in very euill caſe. Were 
me thiaketh it is plaine: be was angrie that the had be⸗ 
wꝛaped all. And pet when ſhe came tothe tree he let gos 
all diſpleaſure and went reavily. 


Dan, Doe pou thinke all is plaine here? Indeede here 
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ts that plaine dealing which diuels doe vſe. Fir ſt. doe pou 
thinke Satan lodgeth in an hollow tree: Is hee become ſo 
laz ie, and idle: bath he left off to be as a roaring lion, ſeæ⸗ 
king whom he may deuour: hath he put off the blodie and 
truell nature of the frrie Dꝛagon, ſo that hee mindeth no 
harme, but when an angrie woman ſhall intreate him to 
goe kill a C oꝛ a Moꝛſe: Is he become ſo doting with 
age, that me ſhall eſpie his craft: yea, be found crafticr then 
he is: Alas, map there not be dep ſubtiltie in theſe things: 

Sam. Doe you thinke there is nothing but ſubtiltic in 
theſe things: 

Dan. Doe J thinke there is nothing but ſubtiltic 2 Tell 
me what pou thinke. Ahat other end can there be bat ſub⸗ 
tilt ie: 

Sam. He may haue this purpoſe (as I thinke the diuels 
ſtudie notbing els) to doe harme. 

Dan. J doe not denie that: fo2 all his craft tendeth vn⸗ 
to harme. But what harme meane pon ? 

Sam. You ſe here he klled mens cattell. 

Dan. It map be he did: but how know pon that e 

Sam. Nou ſee he went at ber requeſt x killed one hozſe, 
and almoſt killed the other. | 

Dan. J would be loth to aduenture my hand bpon that: 
Fo2 who told vou that he killed the one, and almoſt killed 
the other: 

Sam. The Witch her fclfe hath confeſſed the whole 
matter. 

- Dan. Uho told the witch ſo: | 

Sam. Her ſpirit told her that he did it at her requeſt. 

Dan. He is a crcdible pe erſon, and kind he was vnto her 
as it ſcemety. 

Sam. QAap, but we ſee all things fell out accozding as ſhe 
conkeſſed. 

Dan. Hob doe poumcane: | 

Sam. QAhp, the confeiled her fault, the ſpirit was an- 
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grie with her, alter ward che fel ont with that man, and vp- 
on this bis hozſe died, ſhe conleſled the lent the ſpirit, how 
could all things fall ont ſo fit: 

Dan. The ſpirit when the came towards the tree, aſked 
her, whercfoze commeſt thou: who hath aucred thee 2 

Sara. Oe did ſo. 

Dan. And doe pou imagine that the dtuell did lie there, 


and knew nothing vntill ſhe came and told him: 


Sam. Mhy needed he to aſke ber if de did know: 
Dan. Becauſe hee is ſubtill: foz bee wzought in her 


heart, and kindled her wꝛath, and pzocured the falling ont 


betweene her and that man: he did know either that the 
hoꝛſes at that time had ſomewhat in them which would 
bzing death, oꝛ cls that the Lozd had giuen him power foz 
to ſtrike them: he moued and wꝛought in her heart to haue 
her come againe to the tree:be ſeemed to be angrie that ſhe 
had coe ſſed befoꝛe, but was not, but ſcught to haue things 
knowne. If he had not knowne that the bozſe ſhould dye, 
either by ſome naturall cauſe, which would then bzeake 
faztb,oz by ſome power giuen to him, he would not at this 
time haue moued her heart to goe to the tre. And if her 
wꝛath had without his ſuggeſtion caried her ſo farre, he 


tould quickly haue turned her: foz great is the eſticacie of 


Satans wozking in the hearts of ſach. 

Sam. But J marked one thing which pou ſaid befoze, 
as that it might bee that God giueth ſometimes payer to 
the diuell, euen at the ſending of the witch, | 

Dan. J ſay that God in iuſtice giueth power vnto Sa⸗ 
tan to delude, becauſe men refuſe to lone his trueth: but 


that maketh not that the Diuell obtaineth any power to 


hurt becauſe the witch ſendeth, but the fault is in men, the 
finpes of the people giue power to the Dinell ; foz God is 
offended, and ſendeth (as d. Paul faith) ſtrong deluſion. 
But haue pou any moe eramples to pꝛoue that the dinell 
ts not willing to haue witches be wzaped? 


Sam. 


_ 
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Sam. J haue heard of many ſuch like, but pou ſay all is 
but craft, and that he would haue men thinke hee duth all 
harmes that are done. 

Dan. The diuell would haue men beletue that he doth 
all, it he could bzing it about: and therefoze it is fo his ad⸗ 
nantage if he doe hurt, to haue it not kept ſecret, but open 
ly to be made knowne. * 

M. B. What (ap pon then vnto this, a witch is appꝛe⸗ 
hended vpon vehement ſuſpition, and carted beloꝛe a Ju⸗ 
Tice: he handleth the matter in ſuch ſoꝛt that ſhe cofefſcth, 
as A heard of one not long ſince; her confeſſion was to this 
effect : She had two ſpirits, one like a Meaſill, the other 
like a Pouſe. Thele, the laid, did many things foz her. 
Now, ſhe accuſed a woman about tenoz twelue miles off, 
whom(it map be) ſhe did not know, and yet could name, 
and not onely that, but ſaid, the woman had, as it were, a 
little bigge in her mouth. where the ſpirit did ſucke bloud. 

Dan. It is amoft eaſie thing fo2 the diuell to teil wit- 
ches, that ſuch a man oz ſuch a woman is a witch, and hath 
this oz that ſecret mark vpon them. And within theſe few 
peares hee bath by witches and cunning men, accuſed ſuch 
as were very religious and godly. Pen muſt beware that 
tbep pꝛoced not vpõ his teſtimony: he is not to be m2dled 
withall. noz any medling which be vſeth, is to be taken in 
god part, ſeeing he doth all in dee pe ſabtilties. | 

M. B. J doe take it, that the teſtimonie of the Dinecll 
ought not of it felfe to haue any fozce with a Jurie, vnles 
it can be pzoned bp ſome other firme pzofes. But what 
fap pon vnts this, a witch is condemned, and telleth at the 
gallows not onlp what ſhe bath done, but alſs of whom the 
firſt had her ſpirit. She dotb this in repentance, and euen 
readie to depart out of the wozld. It is to bee pꝛeſumed 
that the will not in this cafe lie,noz accuſe fally : Let it be 
ſome woman in another towne, whom the ſaith, bꝛought 
ber the Spirit. This woman is _ ſuſpected by ſome of 
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her neighbours, appꝛehended and bzought to indgement, 
and ſtifly denieth that ſhe is anp witch, oꝛ that ſhe cuer de⸗ 
liuered any ſpirit vnto the other which accuſed her. Now 
here is the queſtion: Js not the teſtimonie of the woman 
vpon her death, a ſufficient warrant foꝛ a Jurte to find this 
woman guiltie: here they haue now the teſtimonie not of 
the Diuell to pꝛoce de by, but ofa woman, and though not 
vpon her oath,yet vpon her death, which is no leſſe. 

Dan. This teſtimonie map ſccme to be ſufficient cuen 
to warrant a Jurie to finde guiltie. though it touch like: but 
ik we looke well into it, we ſhall (ce it is not. 

M. B. At map be vou take it to be infirme, becauſe it is 
the teſtunonie but of one. 

Dan. Nap, not onelv in reſpec that it is the teſtimonte 
but of one, but that it is the teſtunonie of ſuch a one. 

M. B. J put the caſe of ſuch an one as doth ſhew re 
pentance, who though the had been bad, yet now map bee 
beleeued. 

Dan. J doe not meane in that reſpect, as to ſav ſhe was 
a witch, and thercfoꝛe not to be credited: but if the repent 
neuer ſo much, vet her teſtimonie in this is weake, becauſe 
ſhe map be vtterly decetued, and think ſhe tclleth the truth, 
when it was nothing ſc, but ſhe vtterly deluded. 

NM. B. Doe you meane, that he map make the other wo⸗ 
man thinke, that ſuch a woman deluuered her the ſpirit, and 
neuer lo much matter ? 

Dan. Vea, tbat is mpmcaning. | 

M. B. It is farre bepond np reach to ſee how that ca 
be, 

Dan. Pon muſt coſider that the diuell doth many waſes 
delude witches, and make them belene things which are 
nothing ſo. In Germany and other countries, the diuels 
haue ſo deluded the witches, as to make them belcue that 
they raiſe tempeſts of lightnings and thunders. Fo? the 
diucls doe know when thele things be comming, tempeſts 
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of winds, and thunders, e faine would hee make the blinde 
woꝛld beleue that thoſe great woꝛks of Sod, be not Sods 
but his: And that is the cauſe why hee coueteth to appeare 
in them. Theſe Diuels make the witches beter ue, that at 
their requeſt they kill both me and Leafts, and many wales 
alflia, when as many of the things fal out naturally, which 
they would ſeeme to doe, and the reſt in which they haue 
power giuen to wozke, they ſtirre vp the witch but under 
a colour foꝛ to ſend them. Theſe diuels make the witches 
in ſome places bel&enc, that they are turned into the like⸗ 
neſſe of wolues, that they rend and teare ſheepe, that they 
meet together and banquet, that ſometimes they flie oꝛ ride 
in the apꝛe, which things inder de are nothing ſo, but they 
ſtrongly delude the fantaſies of the witches. Euen ſo the 
diuell can delude a poꝛe woman with the likeneſſe of ano⸗ 
ther woman delinering a monſe oꝛ a cat vnto her, by ap⸗ 
pearing in ſuch a likenes. Oꝛ he can ſet a ſtrong fantaſie in 
the minde that is opp2eſſed with melancholie, that ſuch oz 
ſuch a matter was, which indeed was neuer ſo; Men muſk 
be wiſe in theſe cauſes, oꝛ els mapt hey ſone be cirtumuen⸗ 
ted by thecrafts of Satan and d2awne into great ſinne. 

M. B. If it be thus, then how ſhoulda Turie condemne 
dy their verdia any witch? Fo2 ſhe hath not killed, noꝛ the 
deuill at her requeſt, but maketh her belaue he did it at her 
requeſt. 

Dan. A witch by the woꝛd of Cod ought to die the death, 
not becauſe ſhe killeth men foꝛ that ſhe cannot ( vnles it be 
thoſe witches which kill by popſon, which either they res 
ceiue from the dinell, oꝛ hee teacheth them to make) but bes 
cauſe ſhe dealeth with diuels. And ſo if a Jurte doe finde 
p2ofe that ſhe hath dealt with dinels, ther may and ought 
to finde them guiltie of witchcraft. 

M. B. If thep finde them guiltie to haue dealt with di⸗ 
uels, and cannot ſay they haue murdered men, the law doth 
not put them to death. 0 
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Dan. It were to be wiſhed, that the law were mote er - 
fect in that reſpec, euen to cut off all ſuch abhominations. 
Tbeſe cunning men and women which deale with ſpirites 
and charmes ſeeming to dos good, and dzaw the people in 
to manifold impieties, with all other which haue familia⸗ 
rity with deuils, oz vle coniurations, ought to bee rooted 
out, that others might ſæ and feare. 

M. B. Dou will not haue the teſtimonp of Deuils to 
be ol any credit with a Jurp, what (ſap you then vnto men, 
there be ſome which die, and take it vpon their death, that 
they are bewitched, and will ſap pzeciſelyſuch oꝛ ſuch haue 
done it. Foz that is in the other point touching likelthoods. 

Dan. Thep are bewitched indeed, foz the deuill doth 
delude their minds: foz you ſhall finde them able to ren⸗ 
der no reaſon but onelie this, in their conſcience the partie 
is naught and thep are ont of doubt it is ſo. 

M. B. That map be as pou ſap in ſome, but J haue 
knowne a woman mplelfe which manp hane counted to be 
a witch, and many things haue fallen out whereſhe bath 
taken diſpleaſure. Do pou not think that is a firme p2oofe? 
Sho denteth , but the things which fallout, doe mantfeil 
ber to be naught. 


Dan. Pou muſt hew the things, and thereby it will 


are. 

M. B. She fell out, oz els at the leaſt ſemed to be di- 
pleaſed with one, and he had an hogge died ſuddainlie. An 
other thonght ſhe was diſpleaſed with him, and bis bozſe 
fell ſicke. A third could not ſit vpon bis ſtoole at wozke. 
And within nine oz ten yeares ſpace diuers others. One 
ſaw the deuill bigger than acat with great eies. An other 
was haunted with a ſpirite. An other bꝛe wing, the dzinke 
would not wozke in tbe fatte. Another ſawe a thing in her 
boule as big as alambe, playing inthe window: Another 
in her grieuous tozment ſaw the woman ſtand by her all 
the night, whom ſhe ſuſpetted to be witch her, and diuers 


duch 
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fach like which were to long to recken vp. If ſhe were not 
a witch, how ſhould all theſe fall ont ſo fit + 

Dan. J hane ſhewed alreadte, that where Satan hath 
a witchto deale by, bee bz\ngeth it about, that in all ſuch 
things as be hath power ginen him of God, he will ſeme 
to do nothing but requeſted andſent by the witch. In thoſe 
things wbtch fall out in ſickneſſes, lamenes and death, vpon 
gaturall cauſes, he wozketb in ſuch ſo2t, as that he maketh 
the witch beleene ſhe doeth them. And this he coueteth to 
bane bzeake fozth by hir confeſſion. Now, where be hath no 
witch to deale by, he gaineth exctedingly, if he can wozke 
in the minds of anya ſtrong ſuſpition of any man oz wo⸗ 
man. Foz if it bee once begun, he purſueth it with all his 
power and cunning. If one be viſited with grieuons toz- 
ment of ſicknes, and be ſo ignozant, and voyde of the faith 
in Gods pꝛouidence, that he imagine the diuell doeth it at 
the ſending by a witch, the diuell will delude him, and 
make him beleene that the witch ſtandeth by him. The man 
oꝛ woman ſuſpected cannot come there: Who then woz- 
keth that fllaſfon but Satan? Another is affraide of the 
deuill to be ſent vnto him, by that partie whom he ſuſpe⸗ 
&eth to be a witch: and thus through want of faith in God, 
glueth the deulll the moꝛe power oucr bim, either to hurt, 
v2 to appeare vnto him. Foz Sathan baunteth all men con⸗ 
tinually,ſeking all occaſions, and nœdeth not to be ſent by 
man 02 woman, Thepbe excæding blind which will reaſon 
thus, an eulll ſpirit came and appeared vnto me, after J 
had angred ſuch a woman,therefoze ſhe ſent him. Satan it 
be bane power to doe harme, oz knowe where ſomewhat 
will follow, is he not cunning to make thel partie which 
ſhall receiue the harme, to fall out with ſome that he may 
ſuſpea, and ſo the harme may ſeeme to come from that par- 
tie 2 Againe, in ſeare, in the darke men take ſome little cat 
oz dog to be an dglie demll. As not long ſince a rugged 
water Spantell hauing a _— came to a mans docze 
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that bad a ſaut Bitch, and ſome eſpted him in the darke, 
and (aid it was a thing as bigge as a Colt, and had epes as 
great as ſaucers. Hereupon ſome came to charge to him, 
and did charge him in the name of the Father, the Sonne 
and the holy Shoſt, to tell what he was. The dogge at the 
laſt told them, foꝛ he ſpake in his language, x laid, bowgh, 
and thereby they did know what he was. It hee doe know 
where harmes doe follow vpon naturall cauſes in men oꝛ 
beaſts, he labourcth either to make them offended, and to 
fall out with the partie that is ſuſpeded, oꝛ at the lcaſt to 
perſwade the of ſuch diſpleaſure concelued, that the harms 
may ſreme to come from the ſame. If he do tozment inde&ede 
hauing power to poſſeſſe the bodie,he will not ſticke to lie, 
and to ſap ſuch a woman ſent him. 

M. B. And doth it not fall out ſometimes, tbat as he 
faith ſuch a woman ſent him, ſo the woman vpon examma⸗ 
tion coefeſſeth ſo much. 

Dan. Yea, but J ſpeaa where he hath no witch to deale 
by, but purſueth the innocent with ſuſpition vpon lulpiti⸗ 
on, that men map bee guiltie of innocent blod. Hee telletb 
the truth ſometimes, to the end he map be credited when 
he doth lie. Foz let no man be ſo ſimple as to thinke, that 
be will euer tell truth but fo2 ſome wicked purpole. 

N. B. Vet this of all the reſt ſeemeth moſt ſtrange vn⸗ 
to me, how ſo manp things ſhould fell out, as it ſeemeth, 
after the diſplcaſure of a ſuſpected perſon, and ſome of them 
ſuch as apparantly are done by Dathan, as in dꝛinke not 
wo2king,o2increame, when butter will not come, and pet 
the partie ſuſpcated is not a witch. 

Dan, Od fir, the leights ol Satan in tompalling ſuch 
matters ve maructlous. J know it is taken (as they ſay) 

to bœ dead ſure that the partie is a witch, if ſundꝛie ſuch 
ſhe wes of matters doe concurre. But hom eaſie a thing is 
it foꝛ craftie diuels to tompaſle ſuch matters: | 

M. B. Then you doc not thinke that common fame 
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is fufficſent to warrant the conſcienceofthe Juroz,to con- 
demne any. | 

Dan. Experience doth teach how headie much people 
are in iudging men oz women to bee witches vpon cuery 
ſurmiſe. And the power imagined to be in witches, which 
bz&dcth a feare in many. cauſcth them to bee credulous. 
Manp goe ſo farre, that if they can intice childꝛen to ac⸗ 
cuſe their parents, thep thinke it a god wozke. 

M. B. Pou ſap the teſtimonte of the diuell is not to bee 
taken, although it be manifeſt that he doth many times tell 
the truth, becauſe when he ſpeaketh the truth, he doth it of 
a bad purpoſe, And pou hold it the teſtimonie cf the diuell, 
not onely which he ſpeaketh when any charge hun, but al⸗ 
ſo which the cunning men and women giue, in as much as 
they can ſay nothing but vpon his woꝛd. Pozeouer, vnles 
Imiſtake you, the teſtimony ofa witch in many things at 
her death, is not (as you ſap) any other then the deſtunonie 
oi the diuell, becauſe the diuell hath deceiued her, and made 
her beleeue things which were nothing . Beſides alth's, 
pou wil haue likelihods and ſuſpil ions to be ot no watght, 
noꝛ common fame and cpinion to moue the conſcience of 
a Jurie, becauſe Sathan is excœ ding ſubtill in all theſe. 


Then how ſhall a Jurie finde a witch: What pꝛœfes will 


pou haue: 

Dan. Men are vpon their oath to deale, x it doth touch 
lie, ii they doe finde anp ͤguiltie of Witchcraft. This is a 
moſt waightie matter: whereupon it followeth, that there 
muſt be either due pꝛofe by ſafficient witneſſes, oz cls the 
conleſtion of the witch. Foꝛ if the teſtimony be ſuch as may 
be falſe, as all that commeth from diuels is to be ſuſpccted: 
02 it it be but vpon rumo2s,andltkeltho2s, in which there 
may be exceeding ſleights of Dathan, as faz the motif part 
there be: how can that Jurie anſwere befoze God, which 
vpon their oath are not ſure, but that ſo pꝛoceeding they 
may condemne the innocent, as often it commeth to palle, 
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M. B. Pon miſtake one point, foꝛ the finding of a witch 
guilty bya Jurp doeth not in all cauſes touch blood. 

Dan. Jam not deceiued, foz where the Jurie hauing 
but likelihoods doth find a man oz a woman guilty bat fo: 
killing a beaſt, it caſteth them into p2iſon, ſetteth them vp- 
on the pillozie, and not only diffameth them koꝛ euer, but 
alſo if ſuſpition follow againe and arraignment, it is death; 
vou ſe thenhownerea wap thep haue made vnto blod. 
But il it touch not blood, but the party eſcape with the im⸗ 
pꝛiſonment and pillozp, & neuer againe fall into ſuſpition, 
ho w grieuous an inkamie is it, to haue been condemned by 
Jury to be a witch: J ſpeake it where it is onelp vpon ſuf- 
pition, oz ſuch teſtimonie as is onelie from Satan, and the 
partie may be clœre. 

M. B. It falleth ont ſometimes that vpon ſuſpition 
and common fame they hitte right, and the partie which 
would not confeſſe any witcherp vpon examination, and 
arraignment, being condemned doth confeſſe it. 

Dan. Let it be graunted that the Juxy vpon Satans 
teſtimonp, oz ſuſpitions and common fame, ſometimes 
hitteth right, which pet J feare is verp ſeldome, that is no 
warrant befoze God fo2 men that areſwozne, fo are they 
ſwoꝛne to indict vpon likelihods, oꝛ vpon knowledge in yp 
which vpon ſound teſtimonp oꝛ confeſſion thep ſhall finde: 
If the party be a witch which is ſuſpeded, 6 pet no pzoofe, 


the Jurp doeth moze rightly in acquitting, than in con⸗ 


demning, foꝛ what warrant haue thep vpon their oath to 
noe by gelle, 02 to find that wbich they know not? 

M. B. I doe take it men offend grienouſflp, if vpon vn⸗ 
ſufficient pꝛoofe thep condemue the innocent, and eſpecial⸗ 
ty, becauſe they are ſolemnly ſwoꝛne: but if thep hit right, 
though it be only by conſectures and likelihoods, J cannot 
ſ& how they ſhould therein offend : they condemne not the 
innocent, thep doe the party no wꝛong. 

Dan. J doe not ſay they are to bee charged with any in⸗ 


no⸗ 
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nocent blood, oꝛ wꝛong to the partie:but J aſke what war⸗ 
rant they haue befoze God vpon oath to touch blod by ſuſ⸗ 
pittons. Admit one be arraigned vpon felonp , the likelf- 
bods are great that he is guiltie of the ſame, but pet it map 
be he is cleere. What is a Jurie nowe todo? Are they to 
venture vpon the life oł a man by their oath by ſuſpitions:? 
Let it be he is one that God knowethte bee guiltie, but no 
man can diſcloſe the ſame, and therefoze they cleare him, 
doe they commit ante offence:; Are they bound to find that 
which they cannot know? What innocent perſon then may 
not be condemned: 

Sam. Jpꝛap pon giue me leaue a little. J do not well 
conceiue this matter about finding out and condemning of 
witches. It is ſomwhat ſtrange vnto me which pou ſpeak: 
A haue my ſelfe ſundzy times beene of the Jurie when wit⸗ 
ches haue beene arraigned, we haue found them guilty vp- 
on common fame, vpon likelthods, and vpon ſuch teſtimo⸗ 
nie as pou diſallow, Thep haue indeed taken it vpon their 
deaths that they were innocent, but that neuer made me to 
doubt but that they were witches: foꝛ it is ſapde, the deuill 
bath ſach power ouer them, that he will not ſuffer them to 
confeſſe. 

Dan. Mhat ſhould inooue you to thinke that the deuill 
will not haue them to confeſle ? pou ſce ſome doe confeſſe 
when they be examined, and when they be executed: The 
deuill hath power ouer the moſt deſperat theeues and mur⸗ 
therers? 

Sam. Pea but he careth not ſo much though the thenes 
and the murtherers doe conkeſſe, it maketh not ſo much a⸗ 
gainſt him, as when witches bewzap all. 

Dan. What, doe pou take it hee is loath fo be diffamed 
oz hardly thought off: Otherwiſe what ſhould it make a- 
gainſt him when witches confeſſe? It is ſome ſtep to re⸗ 
pentance when theues and murtherers acknowledge 
their ſinnes, and if he tan hinder them, oz holde them deſ⸗ 
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perate from confeſſing he will. Ft is apparant That bee co⸗ 


ueteth to haue witches to confeſſe, it maketh ſo much fog 
him. He would haue men iudge that there bee an hundzed 
kolde moꝛe witches then there be. He diſcloſeth by his cun⸗ 
ning men # women, and other wiſe. He coueteth greatly to 
haue it thought that hœ doth all, in tempeſts, in ſtraunge 
plagnes and diſeaſes which light vpon men oꝛ beaſt. And 
fo2 this cauſe be maketh the witeh beleeae and conkeſſe 
moꝛe then all, that is, that at her requeſt he did that which 
he neuer did noꝛ could doe: vnleſſe we will denie the ſoue⸗ 
raigntie and pꝛouidence of God ouer all. 

Sam, If Satan gaine ſo much by diſcloſing them, what 
ſhould be the reaſon that men are generallp perſwaded, 
that he coueteth to baue the things kept ſecret, and ſo will 
not let the witch conkeſſe. 

Dan. It ariſeth from falſe perſwaſions, and from a falſe 
keare that witches doe ſo many harmes and that at their 
ſending and requelt the ſpirits woꝛke all. Af Sathan be ſo 
kind and ſeruiceable to the witch: how is it that he doth not 
fetch her ſome money 2 foꝛ hee knoweth where it ts loſt, oz 
where it lieth in mens houſes. e telleth the witch he can 

make a man lame. Hee ſaith hee can kill an hoꝛſe. Pea at 
ſometime he will ſay he can and will (if ſhe will haue it ſo) 
kill a man. As if it were in his power to doe many great 
things, and will not but requeſted. Let vs ſee if all the di⸗ 
uels can fetch one peny out of a mans houſe whoſe hoꝛſe 03 
Cow they ſay they haue killed. The coniurer, ſaith he, can 
conture him into a man, oꝛ out of a man: let him coniure 
him but into a mans cheſt if he can, to ſetch ſome what from 
thence. If the dinels cannot doe theſc things, then bee aſſu- 
red that either they make but a ſhew of killing andlaming, 
as thep do in the moſt of ſuch harmes, oꝛ elſe where they do 
hurt, it is vpon ſpeciall leaue from God, and not from the 
witches pleaſure. And to what purpoſe then ſhould all ſuch 
ingglings and ſhewes ſerue, if they ſhould be kept cloſe and 

not 


' witches and witchcrafts, 


not confclled. | 
Sam. Petfoz my better ſatiſfad ion giue me leaue with⸗ 
out offence ts lay open ſome particulars which I haue ſen. 
J was of a Jurie not many yeares paſt, when there was 
an old woman arrained foz a witch. There came in eight oz 
ten which gaue euidence againſt her. J doe not remember 
euer particular: but the chiefe foꝛ ſome things were of 
ſmall value. One woman came in and teſtified vppon her 
oath, that her huſband vpon his death; bed, tok it vpon his 
death, that he was bewitched, foꝛ he pined a long time. And 
he ſavd further, he was ſure that woman had bewitched 
him. He toke her to be naught, and thought ſhe was angry 
with him, becauſc ſhe would haue bozrowed fine ſhillings 
of hin, and he denied to lend it her. The woman tooke her 
oath alſo, that ſhe thought in her coſcience that the old wo- 
man was a witch, and that ſhe killed her huſband. There 
came in a man that halted, he tolde aſhzewd tale. J once, 
ſapd he, had both mp legges ſound. This old woman and J 
fell out and did chide. She ſapd ſhe would be eucn with me. 
Mlthin thꝛee dates alter J had ſuch a paine in my knee that 
J. could not ſtand. And euer ſince J goe haulting of it, and 
now and then fæle ſome paine. There came in another, a 
little fellow that was very earneſt, me thinkes J ſee him 
pet. He toke his oath directly that ſhe was a witch: J did 
once anger her (ſavd he) but Jdid repent me: fo2 Jloked 
ſome what would follow. And the next night J ſaw the vg⸗ 
lieſt ſight that euer I ſaw : Jawaked ſuddenly out of mp 
fleepe,and there was mc thought a great face, as bigge as 
they vſe to ſet vp in the ſigne of the Daracens head, loked 
fullinmpface. J was ſcarce mine owne man two dapes 
after. Another came in, a woman, and her child dyed with 
grieuous pame, a the toke her oath, that in her conſcience 
ſhe killed her childe. Then followed a man, and he ſapd her 
could not tell, but he thought ſhe was once angry with him 
becauſe ſhe came to begge a few pot-hearbes, and he denied 
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her: and p2eſently after he hearda thing as he thought fo 
whiſper in his eare, thou ſhalt be bewitched. The nert day 
he had ſach a paine in his backe, 5 he could not fit vpꝛigbt: 
he ſaid hee ſent to a canning woman, ſhe tolde hee was be⸗ 
witched, and by a woman that came foz pot- hear bes. But 
ſhe ſaid he ſhould rec our of it, and ſo he ſaid hee did within 
ſome tenne daies. Then came in two oz thzee graue honeit 
men, which teſtified that ſhe was by commõ fame accoun⸗ 
ted a witch. Wee found her guiltie, foz what could we dog 
leſſe, ſhe was condemned and executed: and vpon the lads 
der ſhe made her pꝛayer, and to it vpon her death ſhe was 
innocent and free fromall (ach dealings. Do pou think we 
did not well: 

Dan. Nay, what thinke you 2 Are pou ſure ſhe was a 
witch: ap it not be ſhe was innocent, and pou vpon pour 
oathes ſhed innocent blod ? 

Sam. If ſhe were innocent what could we doe lee? we 
went accozding to the euidence of ſuch as were (wozne, 
they ſwoze that thep in their conſcience toke her to bee a 
witch, and that ſhe did thoſe things. 

Dan. It other take their oath that in thetr conſcience 
they think ſo, is that ſufficient to warrant men vpon mine 
oath to ſap it is ſs 2 

Sam. Nap, but pon ſee what matters they bzonght, 
which perſwaded them to thinke ſo. 

Dan. Might not both pou and thep be deteiued in pour 
thinking. oꝛ map yon vpon matters which map induce pou 
- thinke ſo pꝛeſent vppon your oath that pon know it is 

o: 

Sam. It witnelles come in and ſweare talſelp, the Jury 
pꝛocerding accoꝛ ding,. their teſtimony is cle&ere from blame, 
foz thep goe but by teſtimonie of men ſwoꝛne. 

Dan. It witneſſes doe ſweare directly that in their 
knowledge a matter was ſo oz ſo, and ſweare falſely, the 
Jurie is clære which pzocedeth accoꝛding to their euidẽce: 


vnleſle 
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vnleſſe the Jurie do perceiue that their oth cannot be true. 
But what is that to make the teſtimonie ſuſficient where 
men doe but thinke, and can ſhe w no neceſſarie reaſon to 
ground their thought vpon: As let vs ſee in al theſe which 
one could pꝛoue that ſhe muſt needes be a witch. One ſaith 
berbuſband tooke it vpon his death that ſhe killed him, be⸗ 
cauſe hee would not lend her fiue ſhilltmgs: doth this pꝛoue 
the be witched him - Can the diueil kill a mamat his plea- 
ſure, to gratifie the witch? Js it not rather to be iudged he 
dyed of ſom pining ſickneſſe growing from an euill con- 
ſcitution of bodie, which the dinel did know, and would ſet 
him at ſome variance with one old woman oz other, that ſo 
it might bzeed ſuſpition of witchcraft? 

Sam. Pon ſee there were ſome things which could not 
be done but by the dinell. 

Dan. Jndeed the great face which the man thought be 
ſaw, was the illuſion of the dinell. But is this a god pzofe, 
the diuel appeareth to a man after he hath diſpleaſed a wo- 
man, theretoꝛe ſhe ſent him: Doth not Sathan haunt all 
men continuallp, c would if he could get leatic from God, 
terrifie them with ſuch illuſions 2 when men are affraid, 
and haue ſtrong imaginations. Mhat reaſon did the wo- 
man ſhew which tooke it vpon her conſcience that the old 
woman killed her childe,to pꝛoue that it was fo 2 If ſhe 
thought fo in her conſciente and tenne thouſand moꝛe with 
her vpon bare imagination, was that a warrant foꝛ pou to 
ſweare ſolemnelp that it was ſo? As foꝛ the teſtimonie of 
the cunning woman that he was be witched which had the 
paine in bis backe, vpon the deniall of pot-hearbes, it was 
the teſtimonie but of the dinell,as I ſhewed befoꝛe. And 
what is common fame grounded vpon imaccinations < 

Sam. Then pou thinke we did amiſſe doe pou ? 

Dan. J would not vpon mine oath doe ſuch a thing fo: 
to gaine a kingdsme. 

Sam. Jt map be ſhe was a witch, althongh ſhe toke it 


” — + 


Ls 
— 


a 
Tis J *4 
— 2 er n e e 
N 3 ” ” * * x — 2 7 
r —— 4 1 
eee ee n . * — 2 
— 
— 


. 
— 
— 


— 7 * 
r J 
PPP 


2 


<P Ran 


—— 


ſ 
> 


' 
=, ? 
% 
9 
* 


2 


A Dialogue concerning 


dpon her death that we in was not. 

Dan. It is rather to be thought ſhe was not a witch: 
toꝛ what ſhould make her dente it vpon her death? The di⸗ 
uell had accuſed her to be a witch, lor no direc teſtimonp a- 
gainſt her but his. 

Sam. Nou ſay it was the dinell that told by the cunning 
woman that ſhe was a witch. 

Dan. And doe youthinke it was any other but Satan: 

Sam. J did not at that time thinke it was the diuell:but 
now I ſec it could be none other. 

Dan. Then be wiſer bereafter, and ſozie foz that which 
vou haue done. 

Sam. Indeed I haue cauſe to be grieued if ſhe were not a 
witch. 

Dan. If ſhe were a witch your warrant was ſmall; 
but ſhe being no witch, pou haue taken awap both ber life, 
and conered her with inkamie. 

Sam. J was of another Jurie ſince, and there was a 
woman indicted foꝛ a witch, but not foz killing any man 83 
childe. There came in fine oz ſire againſt her: the firſt was 
an old woman, and the ſapd ſhe had diſpleaſed her, as ſhe 
thought, and within two oz thꝛee nights after as ſhe (ate 
by ber fire, there wasa thinglike a toad, oz like ſome little 
crabbe fiſh which did creepe vpon the harth, ſhe toke a bee- 
ſome t ſwept it awap, and ſuddenly her bodie was griped. 
Another fel out with her, as the ſaid, and her hennes began 
to die bp, vnt ill ſhe burnt one hen aliue. A third man came 
in, and he laid ſhe was once angrie with him, he had a dun 
cow which was tyed vp in a houſe, fo2 it was in winter, he 
feared that ſome euil would follow;and fo2 his life he could 
not come in where ſhe was, but he muſt needs take vp her 
faple and kiſſe vnder it. T wo oꝛ thꝛe other came in ſaid 
ſhe was by common fame accounted a Mitch. We found 
her guiltie, and ſhe was condemned to pꝛiſon, and to the 
pillozie, but Fad ſtiſfe in it that ſhe was no witch. . 
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Dan. And are pou ſure ſhe was one 2 

Sam. I thinke verily ſhee was one, although there bee 
many of her neighboꝛs which thinke ſhe is none: foꝛ how 
tould thoſe thinges followe ſo vpon her anger ? It ſemeth 
they were all done by the denill. 

Dan. Mee is cunning that can fell that: let it be that if 
was the deml which appeared to the old woma like a toad, 
92 like a crabbe fiſh, and that hee did gripe her bodie : doth 
tt follow therefoze of neceſſitie that the other woman lent 
him 2 He can not turne him felfe into any likeneſſe vniefle 
God giue him leane, as he doth in inffice permit that ſo he 
map delude igno2ac perſons. No witch can giue him power 
to appearc vntoany in a viſible ſhape. Oe had this graun⸗ 
ted hun from God, and Satan by and by will ſet anger, and 
then appeare, that it might ſeme it grew from that. 

Sam. Wee ſe hee appearcth vnto witches, and con- 
ſurers. | 

Dan. Yea but wee map not thinke hee can at his plea⸗ 
ſure take a likenes foꝛ to appeare in. That he doth appeare 
vnto witches and conſurers, it is granted in Gods w2ath , 
to the ende he may ſtrongly delude fach wicked people as 
will not heare and obey the voyce ot the Loꝛd God. Foz the 
demls are chained vp by Gods moſt might ie power ⁊ pꝛo⸗ 
nidence, and in all thinges ſo farre as he letteth fozth their 
chaine, ſo farre they pꝛoceede, one inch further they can not 
pꝛoceede. Where men loue darkenes moꝛe then light, hee 
bath leane giuen him to do many thinges. Some he terri⸗ 
ficth with vgly ſhapes, ſome he intiſeth with faire ſhewes: 
others he plapeth withall in liknes of a Weaſcll,oz Poule, 
oꝛ ſome ſuch ſmall vermine. 

Sam. I thought Satan could appeare in what likeneſſe 
he would, and ts whom he would, if the witch ſent him. 

Dan. Lhercin vou were mach decctues : foꝛ theſending 
by the witch can giue him no power, and if hee had power, 
be would no doubt in all places appeare vnto many as far 
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and in ſuch ſozt,as ould beſt ſerue his turne. Zherefore if 
be appeare vnto any man, let him thinke God hath ginen 
him leaue to goe thus farre with mee, and let bin call fo 
faith to reſiſt him, and foꝛ true wiſedome that he map not 
be deceiued noz deluded by hun, 

Sam. But doth hee not appeare ſometimes when the 
witches ſend him ? 

Dan,-TUhere he findeth it is graunted vnto him fo2 to 
appeare, he moueth witches to ſend him, if he haue any to 
deale by: but if there be none, vet will he appeare, & deale 
ſo farre as he hath power giuen him. 

Sam. But what ſap you to the womans hens + 

Dan. What ſhould one ſap to them when they be dead. 

Sam, J meane doe pou not thinke thep were bewit- 
ched: 

Dan. Chziſt ſaith, a Sparrow cannot fall without the 
will of your heauenly Father: and is not a henne as good 
as a Sparrow: 

Sam. Nay J am fully perſwaded by that which von 
haue ſapd, that the dinell cannot touch any thing to kill oz 
to hurtit,but vpon ſpectall leaue from God. Thep can giue 
him no power, ſhethinketh the ſetteih him on, and it is h& 
that ſetteth her on wozke, Ket theſe things be no moꝛe cal⸗ 
led into queſtion:but was it not cuident that the diuell kil⸗ 
led thoſe hennes? becauſe after the burning ol one henne, 
the woman had no moe that died. If Sat an did it not, how 
could they ceaſe dying foꝛ thats You ſayd that he where he 
bath ps wer to hurt in ſuch bodily harmes, is willing to 
ceaſe, that ſuch wicke dneſſe map bre p2aciſed. And then ik 
this hurt were done by the druell, is it not to bee thought 
that the woman was a witch, ſeeing it followed arter ſhe 
was angrie:? Let it be that Satan hauing power to ds that 
be did, would be ſent by the witch foꝛ a colour, and to make 
tf euident did ſet anger between her and that other woma, 
to make men thinke that he would not deale, but intreated 
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by her being angrie. And ſo we could doe nolefle but finde 
ber a witch, 

Dan. Theſe be weake foundations to ſet ſuch a weighs 
tie building vpon. Foꝛ firT it is not certainc that the diuell 
killed thoſe hens. Might it not be they had ſome infection 
which he did know would kill them, and ha craft ilv bꝛing⸗ 
eth the matter about, maketh two women fall out (which 
is the eaſteſt matter of an hundꝛed) euen vpon the dying of 
the hennes, that lo it might ſeeme they were bewitched. 
But vou ſap then, how could it bee that vpon the burning 
of an henne, there dyed no moꝛe, if the Diuell did not kill 
them: Nay how can pou tell but that there ſhould no moꝛe 
haue dped, although the live heune had not ben burned⸗ 
What if hee ſaw there ſhould no moꝛe dpe, and thereupon 
moued the heart of that woman to vſe that witchcraft in 
burning a henne, that it might ſeeme that was a pꝛeſent res 
medie to dꝛiue away diuels: Oꝛ put calc he had the power 
to kill the womans hens, either he is a weake killer, oꝛ els 
he goeth to his wozk but lazily. He cculd kill a great heard 
of ſwine quickly when Chꝛiſt gaue him leaue: could he not 
il the woman had flue thouſand hens, haue killed them all 
at once: Why did the fole then but nibble killing now one 
and then one, and ſo was (cared awap befoze her had killed 
all: If he had power befoze the henne was burnt fo? to kil, 
why did hee not then when they went about to burne an 
henne kill the reff 2 It map be he did not know what they 
went about, he was laid ſoft in his pot of woll: and com⸗ 
ming to kill another henne, he was met withall, he ſmelt 
the roaſtmeat, and was ſcared. 

Sam. Then pou thinke he did not kill thoſe hennes. 

Dan. What certaintie had pou that hee did kill them: 
Pon kound it vpou pour oath that he killed them, and that 
ſuch a woman ſent bim and ſet him a wozke, and pet it is 
an hundzeth to one hee nener had power foz to touch 
them. | 
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Sam. But what can pou ſap to tbe other: The man 
which could not chuſe but kiſſe vnder his cowes taple ? 

Dan. J ſap he was farre in loue with bis cow. Let ſuch 
men learne to know Sod, x to expell fantaſies out of their 
mindes that the deuil may not haue ſuch power ouer them, 
foz he woꝛketh in the fantaſies of mans mind, and the moꝛe 
ſtrongly where they feare him, as it appeareth this man 
did. Satan did wozke in this mans minde many fooliſh 
imaginations, and to make bim beletue he was bewitched 
he maketb him fall out with one that map bee ſuſpcaed. 
And thus you Jurie men take pour oath 4 condemne ma⸗ 
ny innocent perſons, betauſe pcu be ler ue the deuill, e ima 
gine that witches do that which they can not do. 

M. B. J haue beard of many that haue b ne condem- 
ned foz witches which haue taken it vpon their death that 
they were innocent. And ſundꝛp of the haue had farre wea- 
ker -pz0ofcs bzought againſt them then theſe that haue bin 
mentioned. 

Dan. Yea that is it which J ſap, men do ſo little conſt- 
der the high ſoueraignety and pꝛouidence of God ouer all 
things : thep aſcribe ſo much to the power of the denill 
and to the anger of witches, and are in ſuch feare of them, 
that the leaſt ſhew that can be made by the ſleights of ©a- 
tan decetue them. The only wap fo2 men that will eſche w 
the ſnares ſubtilties of the detill and all harmes by him, 
is this, euen to heare the voyte of God, to be taught of him 
by his ltuely wo2d whtch is full of pare light to diſconer 
t erpel the darke miſtes of Satan, in which he leadeth men 
out of the way: and to be armed with faith to reũſt hum, as 
the holp Apoſtle . Peter willeth, ſo ſuch as doe fozſake 
thts way are ſevaced into groſſe erroꝛs t into many abo⸗ 
minable ſinnes, which carric men to deſtruction. I muft 
now bidde pon farewell. 

M. B. J could bee content to heare moꝛe in theſe mat- 
ters, I ſe ho w fondly J haue erred. But ſæing voe muſt 
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be gone, J bope we wall meete here againe at ſome other 
time, God keepe pou. 

Sam. J am bound to giue pon great thankes. And J 
p2ay pou when occaſion ſerneth,tbat you come this wap, 
let vs (@ pou at my houſe. 

M. B. I thought there had not been ſuch ſubtill pzac(- 
ſes of the diuell, noꝛ ſo great ſinnes as he leadeth men into. 

Sam. It is ſtrange to ſee how many thouſands are ca · 
ried aw2p and deceiued, yea many that are very wiſe men. 

M. B. The dinell is too craftic foz the wilef, bnlefle 
they haue the light of Gods wozd. 

The wife of Sam. {Puſband ponder commeth the good 
Wife R. 

Sam J would the had come ſoner. | 

The good wife R. o, who is within, by your leane. 

The wife of Sam. J would pon had come a little ſoner, 
here was one euen nol» that ſaid pou are a witch. 

The good wife R. Mas there one ſaid J am a witch? 
vou doe but ieſt. 

The wife of Sam. Nay J pꝛomiſe pou hee was in good 


earneſt. 

The good wife R. J a witch? J deſie him that ſaith ie, 
though he be a Loꝛd. I would all the witches in the land 
were hanged, and their ſpirits by them. 

M. B. Mould not pou be glad if their Spirits were 
banged vp with them to haue a go lone furred with ſome ok 
their ſninnes: 

The good wife R. Dat vpon them, there were furre. 

Sam. Wife, whp diddeſt thou ſap that hee ſaio the god 
wife N. is a witch e he did not ſap ſo. 

The wife of Sam. Huſband J did marke his wazds well 
enough, he ſald ſhe is a witch, 

Sam. He doth not know her, and how could he ſay ſhe 
is a witch + 

The wife of Sam. What though he did not know ber: 
did hee not (ay che played the 3 het the ſpit red 
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hot, and th2uſt it into her creame, when the butter would 
not come? 

Sam. Indeede wife, thou ſaiſt true, he ſaid that was a 
thing taught by the dtaell, as alſo the burning of an henne, 
oz of an hogge aliue, and all ſuch like deuices. 

The good wife R. Is that witchcraft 2 Some ſcripture 
man hath tolde yon ſo. Did the diuell teach it: Nay the 
good woman at R.'H.taught it mp guſband : ſhe doth moze 
good in one pere then all _ ſcripture men will doe ſg 
long as they liue. 

M. B. QAho doe pou thinke taught it the cunning wo⸗ 
man at R. H. 

The good wife R. It is a gift which God hath giuen her, 


I thinke the holp ſpirit of God doth teach her. 


. B. Hou doe not think then that the diuell doth teach 


21800 wife R. Bow thould J thinke that the Dinell 
* teach her? Did pou euer heare that the digell did teach 
anp god thing: 
M. B. Doe au knomẽ that was a god thing 2 
The good wite R. Was it not a god thing to dzine the 
euill (ptrit out of my creame: 
M. B. Do poy thinke the diuell was afraid of pour ſpit : 
The good wife R. A know be was dꝛiuen away, and we 
bane been rid of him euer ſince. 
M. B. Can a ſpit hurt bim? | | 
The good wife R. It doth hurt him, 02 it hurteth the 
witch : One of them J am ſure: foz he commeth no moe. 
Either ſhe ca get him come nomoze, becauſe it hurteth him: 
02 cls ſhe will let him come no moꝛe, becauſe it hurtetb ber. 
M. B. It is certaine that ſpirits cannot be hurt but with 
ſpirituall weapons: therefoze pour ſpit cannot frap noz 
burt the diuell. Andhow can it hurt the witch, you did not 
thinke ſhe was in vour creame,did you: 
The good wife R. Some thinke the is there, and there- 
foze, when they thzuſt in the ſpit they ſay; If thou _ 
cre 


— 


witches and witchcrafts. 


here haue at thine epe. 

M. B. It ſhe were in pour creame, your butter was not 
verpcleanlp. 

The good wife R. You are merrily diſpoſed M. B. A know 
pou are of my mind, though pon put theſe queſtions to me. 
Fo2 A am ſure none hath counſelled moze to goe to the 
cunning folke then you. 

NI. B. I was of pour minde, but J am not no w, foꝛ J ſe 
how folich J was. J am ſozie that ener I offended ſo grie⸗ 
uouſly as to counſaile any foꝛ to ſecke vnto diuels. 

The good wife R. Whp, M. B. who bath ſchwled pon fo 
day? J amſure you were of another mindnolonger agone 
then peſtcrdgy. 

The wifeof Sam. Truly godwife K. A thinke my huſ⸗ 
band is furned alfo : here hath ben one reaſoning with 
them thze oꝛ foure hour es. 

The good wife R. Fs pour huſband turned to? J would 
pou might loſe all your hens one after another, and then J 
would ſhe would ſet ber ſpirit vpon pour Ducks and your 
Geeſe, and leaue you not one auue. Mill pou come to de- 
fend witches: 7 | 

M. B. We doe not defend witches. 

The good wife R. Pes, pes, there be to many that take 
their part, I would they might witch ſome of the euen into 
hell, to teach others to defend them. And pou M. B. I would 
pour nagge might hault a little one of theſe daies:ſee whe⸗ 
ther pou would not be glad to ſeeke helpe. 

M. B. J would ſeeke belpe, 3 would carrie him to the 
Smith to ſearch ik he were not pꝛicked 02 graueld. 

The good wife R. Tuſh pou laugh: It you were plagued 
as ſame are, pou would not make ſo light account of it. 

M. B. Pon thinke the diuell can kill mens cattelt, and 
lame both man and beaſt at bis pleaſure : pou thinke if the 
witch intreate hun and ſend hun he will goe, and if ſhe will 
not haue him go, he will not mcddle, And you think when 
be doth come, pou can dziue him away with an hot ſpitte, 
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A Dialogue concerning 
oz with burning a line henne oz a pigge. 
The good wife R euer teil me I think (o,fo2 you pour 
ſelle haue thought ſo: and let them ſay what thep can, all 


the Scripture men in the wozid ſhall neuer perſwade me 
other wile. 


M. B. I doe wonder, not ſo much at pour (gnozance as 
at this, that I was even of the ſame minde that pon are, 
and could not ſee mine owne follie, 

The good wifcR. Follie e bow wiſe you axe become of 
à ſudden: Ito that their Spirits lie turking, foz they 
foſter them: and when-anp bodie hath angred them, then 
thep call them f@zth and ſend than. And looke what they 
bid them do, oz hire them to do, tbat ſhall be done: as when 
ſhe is angie, che ſpirit wal aſke her what ſhall J doe: ſuch 
a man hath wikuſed me ſaith Ge, goe kill his Cow, by and 
by he goeth e doth it. Go kill ſuch a womans bens,downe 
goe thep. And ſome of the are not content to do theſe teller 
garmes, but they will (ap, goe make ſuch a man lame, kiil 
bim, oz kill bis child. Then are they readie and will doe > 
ny thing : and I thinke they be baypte that can learue do 
dziue them awap. 

M. B. If A ſhould reafon with you out 3 
God, vou ſhorld (ce that al this is faiſe which pou ſap. T 
diuell cannot kill wo? bart anything, ne not (o- CE 
pezehenne. If he had power who can eſcapehim? Would 
de tarrie fo beſent o2 intreated by a womane be waicrer 
vp vnto al harmes and miſchtes. 

The good wife R. Mhat teli ea ne of Gods wozd:doth 


not Gods wozd Wy there bee witches, and doe not non 


thinke God dert later bad people ? Ae you a turne coate: 
Fare pou well, will taſue no longer with pon. 
M. B. She ts wilfull indeede. A will teane you alfo, 
Sam. I thanke pon foz your god companie. 


FINIS. 


